





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 14th February 2013 at 6.30pm.
Present: Cllrs P White in the Chair, M Turner, M Kirby, J Bradford, C Drayson, H.Tizard, M Lovell.

There were 12 members of the public present.

	Talk by Briony Baxter, Wildlife Community Officer for Purbeck on ‘Wild Purbeck’ project. Briony explained the scope of the project and what it hoped to achieve, and emphasised that community involvement is central. 
	Apologies: Cllr. Loudoun, Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle.
	Declarations of interest.  There were none.

4.   Grant of Dispensations.  There were none.
5.   Report. a) Footpaths. The Clerk had received formal notice from DCC that the final order has been made to alter the footpaths around Quarr farm (Refs 11/57/2 and 11/57/3).
b) The National Trust had continued to work on alleviating flooding problems in the parish, and have been in touch with the District Engineer, Mr. Mike Goater, to discuss future water management along the Priest’s Way in preparation for the proposed upgrading project. Temporary repair work has been carried out on Spyway car park following the heavy rain. Mapping work on the West Wood continues. Several gates have been repaired along the Coast Path: Jon Kershaw asked that members of the public inform him or the parish RoWLO (Ian V-A) of any damaged stiles or gates. David Hodd announced that he will be leaving his job as NT Countryside Operations Manager in March, and thanked ‘the community of Langton Matravers and its Parish Council for their support’. Cllr White thanked him for all his hard work, and Mr Hodd was applauded by the meeting.
6.Public Discussion. 
a) Dr Chris Spilling thanked Cllr Loudoun and Phil and Robin Samways for clearing the roads during the recent snow.
b) Mr John Curtis of Coombe Orchard informed the meeting of plans by Steve Mepham of DCC Highways to add a further pipe under the A351 to alleviate the flooding at Coombe, which had recently affected his property. The Council agreed to support the proposal with a letter, and Cllr Lovell will make a formal approach to DCC Highways also. ACTION: Clerk, Cllr.Lovell.
7. Matters Arising from the Public Discussion. There was no further discussion of these. 
8.  Planning Matters. 
  1) There were no comments by members of the public.
  2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
   a) 6/2013/0054. Turnpike Quarry, Broad Mead Field, Worth Matravers, Dorset. W J Haysom and Son. Replacement Limestone Quarry at Broad Mead Field and for the use of the overburden from the initial phases of extraction to restore the adjacent Turnpike Quarry to original levels. Cllr Drayson expressed concern about DCC policy not to allow the use of landfill to backfill exhausted surface quarry depressions. Observation: No Objection.
   b) 6/2013/0018  Toms Field Road (Dunnit), Langton Matravers, Mr & Mrs P Lane, Roof extensions to facilitate loft conversion and insertion of windows in gable ends. Observation: No Objection. 
   c) 6/2013/0063 Valley Road (Nursery Bridge Farm), Harmans Cross, Mr. B.Young, Station agricultural mobile home as temporary accommodation for agricultural worker. It was noted that after three years as temporary accommodation, the applicant can re-apply to make it permanent. Cllr Tizard suggested that this would give Mr Young a chance to show if he could make the farm financially viable. Cllr White expressed concern that granting permission would set a precedent. Observation: No Objection.
 d) Tree Works: TWA/2013/0016  St George’s Church. 1) Macrocarpa – remove split branches, crown lift by up to 4m and remove stubs, 2) Holm oak – cut back to boundary. In Conservation Area. Observation: No Objection.
TWA/2013/0024  Mr. D.Browne, Mulberry Cottage, High Street, Langton Matravers. Horse chestnut – re-pollard to previous pruning points. In Conservation Area. Observation: No Objection.
 3) Planning decisions by PDC since the last meeting: 
   a) 6/2012/074  Durnford Drove (2 Spyway Farm Cottages), National Trust, Erect timber shed. Approved.
    b) 6/2012/0751  Valley Road (Nursery Bridge Farm), Mr. B.Young, Erection of five detached buildings for use as goat shelters - retrospective. Approved.
    c) 6/2012/0766  Langton House, Durnford Drove, HPB Ltd., Convert existing first floor games area to a holiday apartment. Convert and extend existing outbuilding to create new games area. Convert shelter to create a workshop and cycle store. Approved. 
4) Other planning matters: - There were none.
9. Minutes of  the Meeting held 10th January 2013. The Minutes, having been circulated previously, were agreed as a correct record and signed.
10.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 12. Spring Litter Pick. This is on March 21st-23rd: the Clerk asked Cllrs. for their support for this community event. Danny Allen of DCC Highways had inspected the mud along the roadside on the N side of the B3069 between Crack Lane and Putlake, and stated that it was not a priority; he would continue to monitor the situation.
 b) Item 17. Community Assets Register. The Clerk is in the process of registering the Village Hall and school playing field with PDC. The Scout hut had also been suggested, and the toilets (including the Parish Office), Kings Arms and Post Office. ACTION: Clerk.
 c) Item 18.  Great SW Walk.  Sponsor forms and posters are available now in the Parish Office; the Swanage area sections of the walk are on April 3-4.  
d) Item 19. Swings Funding. The Clerk has applied for a grant from ‘Awards for All’ and will hear within 60 days if the application has been successful.
11.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 5.1.2013- 8.2.2013.  Report received.
12.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 9. Ben Webb (PDC) – Street light query.  Mr Webb had responded that the style of lamp standard was not his responsibility.
b) Item 10. Crack Lane cemetery – query from Mrs Ardern re: watering cans. RESOLVED: to buy 2 galvanised watering cans for the use of relatives. ACTION: Cllr Tizard.
 b) Item 37. DCC Highways provisional work plan for 2013. The widening of the footway on the B3069 at Langton (Steppes Hill house ?) is on the schedule for September.
13.  Chairman’s Announcements. Cllr White reported that a recent request to a resident to clear overhanging branches from the footway had been swiftly acceded to, and thanked the resident concerned.
14.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
         £ 25.00   Interment of ashes fee - Mrs. D.Kelly. Cremation Plot K14.
         £ 340.00 Interment fee - the late Mr. Arthur Hobbs, Plot P 17.
         £ 20.00    Monument inscription fee - the late Mrs. M. Jervis, Plot C8.
         £ 893.75 Allotment rent and water charges.
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque since last Meeting:
         £ 105.00   Mr I. Bugler – Grounds Maintenance (January) 
         £ 498.57   Clerk’s salary (January).  
£ 506.64   A.R.Harris and Son. New heater for office.
£ 5.50       P.White – (cash payment) new chain for gate at Crack Lane cemetery.
£ 39.98     M. Sparks - Office supplies.

 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
       £ 36.08      XLN Telecom for phone and broadband 
 (4) Other Financial Matters. 
a) Capital Funding Budget. It had been suggested at the January meeting that it would be prudent to make a list of parish projects which will require funding in the future. Setting up the extension to the cemetery was discussed, and Cllr White explained that the costs for a new wall and paths might be in the region of £15,000: funding may be available from outside bodies to help with this when it needs to be done. The toilets will also need refurbishment when the Council takes over the maintenance and cleaning contract next Autumn: the Toilet Committee will meet to look at necessary repairs and report back. Allotment fence replacement was also suggested, and Cllr Lovell pointed out that a new computer will be required for the office before too long. ACTION: Clerk to prepare formal list.
b) Cllr White reported that the fence around the toilets at Putlake was in bad repair on the south side: ACTION: Clerk to get quotations for repair/replacement.
15.  Cemetery Matters:
(1) Council’s Cemetery. Mr Bugler had asked if he could purchase some grass seed to re-seed topped-up graves. the Council agreed that this should be done.
(2) Closed Cemetery. Nothing to report.
16.  Allotments.  Cllr Kirby reported that there had been a meeting on 18th January between representatives of the LMAA and PC to discuss allotment matters, and it had been agreed that the group would hold monthly meetings as necessary on the Friday before PC papers were sent out. The LMAA wanted any possible changes made to allotment catchment areas to be deferred to the April council meeting to allow them time to mount their own advertising campaign. This was agreed by the Council. The LMAA propose to prepare, help to maintain and pay the rent for Plot 21A for the use of St George’s School and Pre-school. The PC Allotment representatives and Clerk had met with Anita Brown, head of St George’s School, to discuss the LMAA proposal on 8th February, and Mrs. Brown had stated that the schools’ insurance would cover activities on the allotments, subject to Risk Assessments for each school. The schools would sign a revised tenancy agreement: Cllr Kirby gave Cllrs a copy of the revised clauses for their approval and these were approved by Cllrs. RESOLVED: That the Parish Council allows St George’s Pre-school and Primary School to accept the offer of the Allotment Association by granting them [the schools] a joint tenancy of allotment plot 21A. This is subject to the signing of the agreed tenancy agreement, satisfactory risk assessment and the Bluefin Public Liability Insurance being approved. Cllr Kirby reported that Mrs. Brown said she would prefer to have their own raised beds within the school grounds but at this time did not know if there was going to be enough space. It was then discussed with Mrs. Brown that a more convenient site for the school’s gardening activities in the long term might be the NE corner of the school field, near the Play Area; she was enthusiastic about this. Cllr Drayson noted that the school might prefer to be integrated within the allotment community in order to benefit from shared skills and practical support and to break down generational boundaries.  RESOLVED: That the Parish Council supports in principle and will financially contribute to the creation of a garden for school use in the school playing field.  Cllr Tizard requested that the school should be informed by writing of the Council's decision regarding the school garden. ACTION: Clerk.
17. ‘20 is Plenty’ Campaign. The Clerk had taken advice from DCC Highways: it is not their policy to support this in villages as it is not reinforced by police. 
18. An Environmental Policy for LMPC. Cllr Drayson proposed that the Council should have such a policy. It was agreed that she should explore the idea further. ACTION: Cllr Drayson. She further reminded the meeting of the Community Energy Event on 28th February at 6.30 pm.
19.Housing Strategy Consultation.  The paperwork had become lost in circulation, and therefore the Council was unable to make a formal comment at the meeting; it was agreed that comments already noted should be sent in when available.
20. Community Governance Review. Correspondence having been circulated, the Council had no comment to make on any revision to parish boundaries.
21. Play Equipment Fund. Cllr Tizard expressed concern about the safety of the swings, and the possible delay in getting replacements installed in time for the summer, owing to a wait for potential grant funding (see Item 10 d) above).  He suggested that they either be removed or fenced off for the present. It was suggested that it might be better to go ahead with the replacement before the summer without waiting for funding. The matter will be deferred for discussion at the next meeting.
22. Annual Parish Meeting The date was agreed as Thursday, 25th April 2013. ACTION: Clerk. 
23. Car Park Update. Car Park Update. Cllrs Kirby and White had met with David Brown, DCC Highways engineer. The visibility for access for staff parking in the school field using the present school field gate is insufficient. The wall for a number of meters to the west and east would have to be reduced in height to 1 meter. The optimum entrance for the school field for parking is westwards from the current gates for about 40 meters where again the wall would need reducing for a number of meters to 1 meter in height. Highways would not object to Garfield Lane being used for access to the Council's land for a small parking area of 5-6 cars for the allotments. However the Garfield Lane Residents Association had replied unfavorably to this proposal.  Cllr Kirby suggested that there be a meeting of interested Cllrs to review all the information gathered to-date and discuss what, if anything, might be the next steps for this project. It was decided that as all Cllrs were not present this suggestion would be repeated at the next Council meeting.
24. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 14th March, 2013. The meeting will begin at 7.00 pm. 
25.Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting: . Swings/Car Park Update/Environmental Policy/ Putlake fence/Toilet refurbishment/Annual Parish Meeting.

Closed c.8.54pm. 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

