





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 11th February 2016 at 7 pm.
Present: Cllr W Knight in the Chair, Cllrs P Christie, P Loudoun, M Turner, R Sheppard, M Lovell, R Lucas, P White, C Drayson. Mr Kevin Humphreys and Mr Jonathan May from DCC Traffic Dept were in attendance. Cllr Lovell was not present at the start of the meeting.
There were 15 adult members of the public present, and three young people.
The meeting was audio-recorded.  
1. Apologies for absence.  Mr Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, RoWLO. 
2. Declarations of Interest / Grant of Dispensations. Cllr Turner declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Planning Item 4a), concerning the new drainage strategy for the Spyway Orchard Application. Cllr Drayson declared an interest as a member of the LMAA committee in relation to Item 15.
4. National Trust Report. The Spyway Car Park planning application has been withdrawn for redesign, and a new plan will be submitted in March. The Community Woodland Day on February 6th had been cancelled owing to bad weather; 19th, 20th February and 5th March are the next dates, starting at Burngate at 10.30. There will be an opportunity to collect wood for fires. There are now two full-time rangers. Contractors have damaged part of the Priest’s Way: the Trust will rectify the damage and recoup costs. Mr Kershaw was thanked for his report.
5. RoWLO Report. In the absence of Mr V-A, the Clerk asked the National Trust two questions on his behalf, both regarding damage to the Priest’s Way. Mr Kershaw will be making a formal response to the first, and his report had covered the second. 
3. Presentation by DCC on plans for changes at Coombe Junction.  Mr Humphreys and Mr May explained proposals to alter the angle of exit at the junction from the B3069 to the A351, to build out the verge on the S. side so that traffic has to slow when entering the B3069 from a Swanage direction, and make a ‘pinch point’ buildout for crossing of that road, making it single-lane outside Bower cottage, with the right of way for traffic coming down the hill. The crossing island on the A351 for pedestrian and cycle crossing would be on the Swanage side of the junction, without lights. The aim is to improve safety and visibility, especially for young people walking or cycling to school. Cllrs asked if a 30mph speed limit could be imposed. Concerns were expressed by members of the public about speeding bicycles, jams at busy times and noise from HGVs having to rev up from standing starts. A parent of children who already use the route when supervised said that she would not be happy about allowing them to use the new layout independently without the crossing having lights. It was stressed that this is only a ‘concept’, which can be modified in the future once the Council agrees in principle. RESOLVED: To approve the preparation of further plans for the junction by DCC, with the recommendation that that stretch of the A351 has a 30mph speed limit, and the proposed crossing for pedestrians on the A351 has lights. Mr Humphreys was given a copy of a letter from Mr Adam Field, a member of the local Scout group who had asked the Council to look into the matter in March 2015, and was present to hear about DCC’s proposals.
Cllr Lovell arrived.
6. Public Discussion Period. The meeting was adjourned for this agenda item. Cllrs Drayson and Turner left the meeting.
a) Mr Martin Kirby raised objections to LMAA proposals for a polytunnel on the following grounds: 1) The proposed polytunnel structure is too large: tall structures are not permitted on the allotments. 2) Loss of wildlife habitat. 3) Planning constraints. 
b) Mr Richard Simpson noted in relation to previous comments that the area was predominantly blackthorn and no large trees would be removed, and Mrs Daryle Pearson reminded Cllrs that the LMAA had only asked the PC to ‘consider’ the idea in principle. 
Cllr Drayson rejoined the meeting.
c) Mr Barrie Mayes  announced that he intends to set up a meeting in the village hall in April for the community to choose a group of people to take forward plans for a Community Land Trust. He expressed strong support for PC initiatives regarding prevention of future flooding in the village, but is concerned that such initiatives might ‘be used to obfuscate and blur the specific issue of flooding consequent on the Spyway Orchard development’. 
 d) Mr George Crabb expressed concern about the bad state of the Crack Lane verges. The Clerk has already logged this with DCC, and will follow up. ACTION: Clerk.
The meeting was reconvened.
7. Matters Arising from the Public Discussion. None.
Cllr Turner rejoined the meeting.
9. Minutes of the Meeting held 14th January 2016. These were agreed to be a correct record and signed.
10. Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 4. Permissive path sign. Mr Kershaw has not yet put this up. ACTION: Jon Kershaw.
b) Item 9. Renovation at Play Area. Installation of new timbers is now complete and the Play Area looks really good; the new timbers should give it a longer life.
c) Item 15. Emergency Flooding plans for the Hyde. It is neither PDC or DCC policy to provide sand, bags or bins for unadopted roads.
8. Planning Matters. 
1) a) None. 
2) To make comments concerning the following plans:- 
a) TWA/2016/0006 Mr Martin Kelly, Old Malthouse Lane (Windward & Hill View Cottage), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA. (T1) Silver birch - 15% crown thin concentrating on crossing & rubbing branches; (T2) Cherry - reduce crown by 2m, remove crossing & rubbing branches; (T3) Twisted willow - fell to ground level; (T4) Cherry - reduce crown by 2m, 15% crown thin, remove crossing & rubbing branches; (T13) Apple - reduce crown by 1m, 15% crown thin - Langton Matravers Conservation Area. Leave Decision to Tree Officer 
b) 6/2016/0075 Mr and Mrs Aldridge, Coombe Hill (Serrella), Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3EU. Proposed single storey extension to side and rear of property. No Objection
3. Receive planning decisions affecting this parish since the last Parish Council Meeting: 
a) 6/2015/0736 The National Trust, Durnford Drove (Spyway Car Park), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HG. Re surface whole car park site, construct drainage system and dry stone wall. Install interpretation/signage boards and pay and display machine. WITHDRAWN
b) 6/2015/0733 Mrs Denise Cheslett, Valley Road (Greenacre), Harmans Cross, Swanage, BH19 3DX. Reconfigure main roof & insert rooflights & dormers to enlarge first floor accommodation. Erect ground floor extension, front porch & make fenestration amendments. (Revised scheme to planning permission 6/2015/0429). APPROVED
Cllrs Turner and Lovell left the meeting, Cllr Lovell having declared an interest in Item 4 below.
4). Other planning matters: a) The receipt of the Revised Drainage Strategy relating to PA 6/2015/0687 (Spyway Orchard) was noted. Several copies of letters to PDC had been received by LMPC, the majority objecting, with 2 in favour. Council had been advised by Mr Fairbairn at PDC that this could not be discussed, as they were not quorate in this matter.
b) PDC’s Confirmation of TPO 446 (The Rectory, Langton Matravers) was noted.
Cllrs Turner and Lovell rejoined the meeting.
11. The Clerk’s Report for the period 7.1.2016-2.2.2016.  Correspondence received and actions taken can be read on p.3 of the agenda. Report received.
a) Item A4). Purbeck Cycling Agreement. After discussion, it was RESOLVED: To write to Claire Jephcott asking again that numbers be displayed on the backs of cyclists taking part in sportives etc. ACTION: Clerk.
b) Item Bd) Complaint to Aster Synergy re: No 6 Steppes. The Clerk outlined work done in the last year in supporting an AS tenant where repairs had not been carried out, including helping with making a formal complaint to the housing association. RESOLVED: That the tenants of No 13 Steppes be similarly supported. It was agreed to send copies of the complaint with supporting letters to the PDC Housing Officer, Fiona Brown, and Richard Drax, MP. ACTION: Clerk.
c) Item Ca) Item 9 – Cllr Knight is booked to attend the DAPTC Conference in March.
d) Item Da) Revisions to Allotment policy. RESOLVED: To adopt Version 3, dated 1.2016. ACTION: Clerk to get this put on website.
e) Item 7. The Clerk announced the dates for the next Litter Pick as 17, 19, 21st March. There were no volunteers to join a Litter Pick photo-opportunity.
f) Richard Drax meeting. Mr Drax had said that he did not wish to attend a meeting with the public present. RESOLVED: To ask Mr Drax to come to a public meeting.
The next final date for inclusion of correspondence-related agenda items received between meetings is 1st March 2016.
12. Chairman’s Announcements. None.
12. County and District Councillor’s Report. a) Central Government have put some funding in to reduce DCC cuts from £7.5. million in £3.6 million in the next financial year. Cllr Lovell will follow up reports of a meeting about the future of Swanage Youth Centre. ACTION: Cllr Lovell.
14. Update on Flood Working Party Plans. Cllr Knight noted that more information is needed before moving forward. Cllr Loudoun said that he would be working with closely with Jon Kershaw of the National Trust; the intention will be to look to improve the purity of the groundwater and contain water run-off, as part of nationwide NT policy. There will not be a formal working party at present, though Cllr Loudoun will keep the Council informed of progress and any plans made by the Trust.  
15. Allotment Association Polytunnel and composting toilet.  Cllr Drayson left the meeting. It was agreed that more work needs to be done in relation to Council’s responsibilities. ACTION: Clerk. DCC have not yet responded re: a new fence for the Southern boundary of the school field, which adjoins the site under discussion. Cllr White expressed concern that an undertaking had been given when the allotments were set up that no tall buildings would be allowed, and having a polytunnel might go against Council promises to neighbours. Cllr Turner said that Council should support an eco-toilet. Cllr Drayson rejoined the meeting.
16. Supply of Speed Indicator Devices in Langton. DCC will no longer be supplying these, and LMPC would have to purchase two at c.£2,500 each for its two posts at the top and bottom of the village. RESOLVED: To make formal request to DCC Traffic Engineering that Langton have a 20mph speed limit. ACTION: Clerk to write to DCC to make request, and inform relevant person that we do not wish to order SIDs.
17. Plans for Parish Assembly. Thursday 28th April, 7pm. It was agreed to plan as in previous years. Richard Drax to be invited. RESOLVED: To allow £100 for refreshments. ACTION: Cllr Drayson, Clerk, all other Cllrs.
18. Financial Matters:
(1) 	Note the following addition to Council funds since the last Council Meeting: 
       £ 25.00      Ashes Interment fee, the late Alice Daynes, Plot Cr.19.
       £ 614.25    Allotment rents and water charge.
 (2) 	Note the following Payments by cheque or cash to be made since last Meeting:
       £ 1,425.54 Ian Bugler, Relaying of Toilet Block path.
       £ 598.46   Clerk’s salary (January) + 3 hours overtime. 
       £ 142.50   Elliott’s Cleaning Co. Public Toilets  + Bus Shelter (January).
       £ 1,116.00   Brian Glassock, Builders, replacing timbers at Play Area.
 (3) Payment by Direct Debit:
       £ 41.24 to XLN Telecom for phone and broadband. 
It was further agreed to accept the Allotment Rent Rise from the National Trust from £285 to £304 p.a., backdated to 1st April 2015.
  (4) Any other Financial Matters: 
a) Review S137 Donations/Requests for funds 
i) LMLHPS. After discussion of the difficulties experienced by the society in paying for storage of its exhibits, as detailed in a letter from the Chair, Mrs Jasmine Cattle, the Council still did not feel that the society’s plans for improving the ongoing situation were clear. Cllrs Knight and Christie had had meetings with society officers to try to help in promoting plans for the future, but this had not resulted in any apparent progress. No proposal was made to offer financial support. RESOLVED: To donate £100 to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau in Purbeck, £50 to the Purbeck Film Festival and £50 to Langton Village Hall Cttee for re-decoration of the hall.  Cllr Knight left the room before it was also RESOLVED: To donate £100 to the Dubber, in recognition of its support in publishing PC notes each month.
Cllr Knight rejoined the meeting.
20. Confirmation of the date of the next Council Meeting – 10th March 2016 at 7 pm.
21. Additional Items for the Agenda of the next Council Meeting: Review Coasteering Code of Conduct/Licensing / Second Homes Policy.
19. Policy and Governance Cttee report: meeting held 10th February 2106 at 2pm.
a) Tendering for contracts. Having perused the NALC guide to the subject, it was agreed that it was unnecessarily complex for a smaller Council, and need not be adopted, leaving LMPC Finance Regs as at present. 
b) RESOLVED: To transfer Capital funds to Council’s Savings Account immediately. ACTION: Clerk.
c) Audit Arrangements. RESOLVED: That Council registers with Small Authorities Audit Appointment Ltd as a Group 4 ‘Opting out authorities with neither income nor expenditure exceeding 25k’. ACTION: Clerk to register. LMPC will thus no longer have to submit an External Audit for the next 5 years as long as it complies with the Transparency Code, as at present.
d) Clerk’s Salary. The Clerk and all members of the public left the meeting.
i) It was RESOLVED: nem con (proposed by Cllr Lovell seconded by Cllr Turner) That the salary scale range for the LMPC clerk will be SCP26 to SCP 29 and “spinal column point” salary payments will be in accordance with NALC/SLCC recommendations.
ii) The Council resolved what the Clerk’s salary should be (see Confidential Minute). 
iii) It was RESOLVED: nem con (proposed by Cllr Lovell seconded by Cllr White)That the clerk’s spinal column point, in accordance with the NALC/SLCC recommendations, will be increased by one point on 1st April of each subsequent each year until the maximum of the agreed pay scale is reached.
iv) It was RESOLVED: nem con (proposed by Cllr Lovell seconded by Cllr Sheppard)That the Council implement a defined contribution pension scheme as from 1st April 2016, based on “qualified earnings” and where the employer’s contribution will be 3% and the employee’s contribution will be 5%.
v) It was RESOLVED: nem con (proposed by Cllr Turner seconded by Cllr White )That the Council use NEST Pensions, the scheme established by Government to provide regulated pensions, as the administrator of the Councils pension scheme.
vi) It was RESOLVED: nem con (proposed by Cllr Christie seconded by Cllr Knight) That the Council replace the parish office door lock with one which can be locked with a key from the inside. 




Closed 9.25 pm.


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 








