

Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Minutes of a meeting of Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday, 8th January 2009 at 7.00pm
Present Cllr M Kirby (Chairman) in the Chair, and Cllrs, J Bradford, P. Bradford, P Loudoun, M Lovell, N Priddle, and P White. 

1.	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs P. Kwantes, & Mrs V Murray.
2.	Declarations of interest: there were none.
3.	Public Discussion period: 
The Meeting was adjourned for discussion.
	Jonathan Kershaw, NT Countryside Warden, spoke regarding the Council’s concerns over some of the work the NT has been doing in the parish. He said that work on dry stone walls was grant funded and that the NT felt that by replacing wire fencing with dry stone walls it would provide work for the local quarries and also last longer. Regarding their work in Old Marble Quarry, he said it was the NT’s intention to clear some of the area to allow cattle to graze there again. The Chairman asked about access to the allotments via Durnford Drove. Mr Kershaw said that the NT had replaced the kissing gate at the bottom of Coles Ground and was looking into adding a right of way nearby that would not require people to cross the wooden bridge over the culvert. He added that the NT was planning an access audit of gates, stiles, tracks, etc., and they hoped that they might be able to ask for donations towards their upkeep from parishioners who used ones that weren’t generally used by the public. He asked if the Parish Council would be happy to collect donations.
	Mandy Jarvis, NT Community Liaison Officer, then spoke. She said that her unit had been set up to communicate with the public, but that the Council should first contact Mr Kershaw with any enquiries. She asked whether a monthly newsletter she wrote, and which is published in The Dubber, could also be displayed somewhere in the village and the Clerk said he would look into creating some room in the Council notice cases. 
	Sue Spilling, Secretary for the Allotment Association then spoke. She said there were potential problems with the Council regarding the collection of rent and Allotment Assoc. Membership fees. She said that a lot of work on the allotments had been done by volunteers and at the recent meeting of the Allotments Association a 100% of those who had attended had wanted inclusive membership of the Allotments Association, because there would be issues if some allotment holders were members and some not. She said the Allotments Association would apply to the national association for public liability insurance and that the Allotments Association had lots of ideas for including as many people as possible. Howard Tizard asked what was the Council’s view and the Chairman said that he liked the idea, but that he believed the legal position meant that the Council could not force allotment holders to join the Association. Mr Tizard suggested that the Council increase the price of renting a plot and then give free membership of the Allotments Association . The Clerk suggested that the Council insist on allotment holders having public liability insurance, which could most cheaply and easily be gained by joining the Allotments Association. .

The Meeting was reconvened.
4.	Matters arising from the Public Discussion:
	There were none.
5.	Planning Matters:
(1) There were no comments from the public concerning Plan 0774, submitted by Mr C Turner; Erect carport extension and porch at “Glenorchy” Gypshayes, Langton Matravers.
(2) Determine Council’s comment on Plan 0774:
“The Parish Council has no objection.”
(3) There were no comments from the public concerning Plan 0797, submitted by Mr C Mounsey, “Top House” 106 High St, Langton Matravers. Erect new conservatory, garden equipment shed and insert new window and door opening.
(4) ) Determine Council’s comment on Plan 0797:
“The Parish Council has no objection.”
(5) The following Planning Decisions were noted: 
There were none.
 (6) Any other Planning Matters;
 Cllr N Priddle announced that he had received a phone call from Mr L Merrick, who said that he thought it was outrageous that the trees at The Old Malthouse School had been cut down and he was very upset that they had not yet been replaced. He felt that the replacement trees should be planted in the same place as the felled ones. The Chairman then read out the following resolution, which was unanimously supported:
   “The Parish Council does not believe that you can separate the two issues of the illegal felling of the trees from their re-planting.  The two issues are inter-related and the onus should be on the land owner to replant the trees exactly where they were. 
As Lord Chief Justice Hewart said in 1923, “ justice should not only be done, but should manifestly and undoubtedly be seen to be done” . Only by the replanting of these trees in their original position will people see that justice has been done.
The fact that the landowner has a right of appeal should not be a consideration when the law of the land and justice is being upheld.
The request for a variation in the location of the replanting of the three trees because of possible vandalism is risible.  The Parish Council does not recognise the idea that this village contains such people and is perplexed that you should have suggested this as a way of changing the site for the replanting of the three trees.
Finally, it is unbelievable that, a year after the trees were felled, the developer has not even been interviewed and no further action seems to be have taken by Purbeck District Council or the police towards solving this blatant crime. It is the Parish Council’s, and many parishioners, view that this matter should be vigorously pursued to the satisfactory conclusion of a prosecution.”
The Clerk was instructed to write to Jason Hasaka, PDC Arboricultural Officer, and the Trustees of the Old Malthouse School with a copy of the resolution.
6.	Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 4th December were confirmed and signed.
7.	Matters arising from the Minutes:
(a) Item 5: The Ship Inn planning application. Despite the passing of the advertised date for a decision it remains “Not Determined”. Cllr M Lovell said he would look into what was happening.
(b) Item 7(e): The height of trees on the allotments. The Chairman announced that it had been agreed with the Allotment Association that trees would be restricted to 2 metres in height.
(c) Play Area Lease: The Clerk said that RJ Walker of DCC had still not got back to him to set a date to inspect the Council’s fence around the Play Area.
8.	The Clerk’s Report for the period 29.11.08 – 1.01.09. was received.
9.	Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report:
(a) The Clerk was instructed to write a letter of support for Mr Ben Young’s Planning Appeal to the Planning Inspector.
(b) Affordable Housing: Cllr Priddle said that where housing could be located was down to Mr B Webb and Mr A Davies, which Cllr Priddle felt was almost dictatorial.
10.	Chairman’s announcements;
Chairman stated that due to professional commitments he has asked the Clerk that he be kept more informed by email for the next few months.
11.	Financial Matters:
	(1) Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
£340.00 from James Smith, Funeral Directors, for the interment of the late Mrs Alma Lucas.
£840.00 from James Smith, for the purchase of burial plot M13 and the interment of the late Mr Sydney Smith.
(2) The following Payments by Cheque, already authorized, since last Meeting, were noted:
£115.00 to P Newell for one cut of the grass at the cemetery and Play Area.
	£7.99 to J Bellucci, ex-Staples, for memory stick to back up the computer.
	£428.38 to J Bellucci for Clerk’s salary for November.
£25.00 to Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for November Council Chamber, one hire of hall and one hire of meeting room. 
£115.00 to P Newell for clearing the cemetery paths.
(3)The following payments by Direct Debit were noted:
 £72.00 for January business rates.
(6) Any other Financial Matters:
(a) Set precept. Cllr N Priddle proposed that the precept should be kept the same as the previous two years at £11,000.00. This was unanimously carried.
(b) The Chairman suggested that the Council put more money into the cemetery fund for future maintenance. He proposed that where an interment incurred double fees the Council should double the fee it transferred to the cemetery fund to £100.00. This was carried unanimously.
12.	Cemetery Matters:
	(1) Council cemetery.
 (a) The Clerk announced that the Councillors should be aware that the cemetery path, which runs from east to west, was in poor condition in the middle section, which presented difficulties for the Caretaker with regard to clearing it of weeds. Because of this he had been unable to weed that section of the path, but would spray them in Spring. Cllr N Priddle said that he thought the cemetery looked absolutely marvellous and was a great credit to all concerned, including the Chairman and Clerk.
(b) Cllr M Lovell announced that work could now go ahead on the cemetery wall as soon as Neil Read was ready.
	(2) Closed cemeteries.
Cllr N Priddle raised the matter of the ash tree in the grounds of The Old Rectory. He said that last year the manager had promised that in autumn/winter he would arrange to lop the branches that overhung the Old Cemetery. Cllr Priddle said that this had not yet been done and he was concerned about the tree damaging memorials. The Clerk was instructed to write to The Old Rectory to ask again if they would lop the tree.
13.	Allotments.
(a) Changes in the preparation of the land. The Chairman said that at the recent meeting of the allotment holders it had been agreed not to spray the ground with Roundup.
(b) Cllr N Priddle said that as events had progressed so far he felt it was now time to disband the Council’s Allotment Committee and any future business regarding the allotments should be dealt with by the full Council. This was unanimously agreed.
(c) The Chairman related a telephone conversation he had had with the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Mrs P Kwantes, who had been unable to attend recent meetings due to ill health. She wished to express her dissatisfaction that some people had not been notified about events regarding the allotments. She felt that if people did not have an email address they were not being informed. The Chairman said that all allotment applicants had been either phoned, emailed, or he and Cllr N Priddle had personally posted notice of meetings through their doors. Cllr Mrs Kwantes had received a complaint about a bonfire, which were not allowed. The Chairman explained this was a one off to burn the scrub that had been cleared. She also said that the plot allocation had not been fair. The Chairman said that it had not been possible to give everyone their first choice, but most people got something very close. Someone had also complained about the height of a compost bin on one of the plots. This was met with disbelieving laughter by people in the public gallery.  
(d) The Chairman announced that the Council had received the full grant it had applied for from the Community Aggregates Fund of £5629.00, which would be enough to provide a shed, mower, deer fencing, etc. The Council would look into improving the fencing to include anti-rabbit fencing. He felt that the Council would also need to improve the fencing around its own land to the north of the allotments.
(e) The Chairman also said that all plots had now been taken and there would be 51 tenants. He wanted to thank the Allotment Association, without whom things would not have progressed so far so quickly. He felt that it had been a fantastic community effort.
14.	Affordable housing;
Nothing to report.
15.	Freedom of Information Code: The Chairman proposed that the code be adopted and this was carried unanimously.
16.	Road signs at the west end of the village. Cllr P Bradford said that the fingerpost commonly known as the Red Post on the A31 at Winterbourne Zelston had recently been replaced in exactly the same style and materials as the old fingerpost. The same was also true of the fingerpost at Leeson House, so why couldn’t the one at the junction to Worth be replaced in the same way? The Council agreed and the Clerk was instructed to write to DCC to request again that the fingerpost be replaced with like for like, and to copy the letter to Dorset AONB and Purbeck Heritage Committee.
17.	The Council’s right of access through Garfield Lane. Cllr M Lovell said that access to the Council’s land had always been through Garfield Lane, alongside Cull’s. Cllr J Bradford agreed and said that in the past cattle had been driven along the lane to graze in Coles Ground. The Clerk was instructed to write to the Garfield Lane Residents Association to inform them of the Council’s right of access.
18.	Cllr M Lovell raised the subject of the new gates at the playing fields. He said that the bar to stop children running out into the road had not been replaced. The Clerk was instructed to write to DCC Road Safety Team to ask that the situation be rectified.
19.	The date of the next Council Meeting was confirmed as Thursday the 12th February at 7 pm.
23.	Items for the next Agenda;
	Notice case.	
23.	There being no further business, the Meeting was adjourned at 9:08pm.

Signed……………………………..(Chairman).               Date…………………………..

