





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 14th January 2016 at 7 pm.
Present: Cllr W Knight in the Chair, Cllrs P Christie, P Loudoun, M Turner, R Sheppard, M Lovell, R Lucas, P White. Mr David Fairbairn, Solicitor to PDC, was in attendance. Cllr Lovell was not present at the start of the meeting.
There were c.40 members of the public present.
The meeting was audio-recorded.  
1. Apologies for absence. Cllr Drayson, Mr Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, RoWLO. 
2. Declarations of Interest / Grant of Dispensations. Cllr Turner declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Planning Item 4, concerning the Extraordinary Planning Meeting about the Spyway Orchard plan on 14th December 2015. Cllr Knight declared an interest in Planning Item 1c) as he is a member of the Parochial Church Council, who are involved in the application;  Cllr Christie will chair both this item and the Public Discussion period, to avoid any conflict of interest.
3. Code of Conduct Training. Mr Fairbairn reminded Councillors about both the content and implications of LMPC’s Code of conduct, as adopted in July 2012. He explained that it was important for the public to have confidence in the transparency and integrity of the activities their Parish Council, and advised on the rules about declarations of interest at meetings. He took questions from both Cllrs and the public, explaining about how formal complaints are handled by the Police and Independent People. When asked about the role of Cllrs with ‘2 hats’, he said that as official guidance about where and when to make decisions was conflicting, it could be left to those Cllrs to decide how to act. The Chair thanked Mr Fairbairn for his presentation and attendance. Mr Fairbairn then left the meeting.
3. National Trust Report. There will be another Woodland Day on February 6th, starting at Burngate at 10.30. Following feedback, proposed charges for Pay and Display machines at Spyway Car Park will be reduced to 50p per hour; the machines may also be covered up at busy periods. Locals requiring a free pass can apply at the Currendon Office. The NT are re-visiting Terms and Conditions for licensing of Activity groups along the coast, and have decided that Seacombe will in future be an ‘Activity free’ zone, with no organised groups permitted there; Dancing Ledge, Headbury and East Man will continue to be used.. Mr Kershaw announced that a planning application has gone in for  Car park signs, one at the N end of Durnford Drove, and another in the turning circle at the S end, for Spyway Car Park. The planned drainage system at the S end of the proposed car park has been altered in favour of an attenuation tank.
Mr Kershaw explained that planned Welcome Boards for the car park are of a standard design used throughout the West Country. Following recent flooding in Langton, he had been in discussion with colleagues on Exmoor about managing water run-off, and will be working on this with other agencies in this area. Cllr Christie asked what the Trust were doing to protect Puffin colonies now the bird is on the Endangered Species list: further funding is being sought to monitor the situation, and groups including the RSPB are involved. The Trust will reserve the option to extend exclusion zones for activity groups if necessary. The Chair thanked Mr Kershaw for his report, and Council asked the Clerk to write formally to the NT thanking them for their decision re: Seacombe. ACTION: Clerk.
4. RoWLO Report. Read by the Clerk. Mr Vaughan-Arbuckle expressed deep concern about the state of the Priests’ Way, partly owing to unauthorised vehicle traffic and heavy rain. It was agreed that the Council write a strong letter to the DCC Countryside Department to draw attention to the problems, after comments on these matters from the NT. ACTION: Clerk. Following Mr V-A’s suggestion, it was RESOLVED: That Katie Black (DCC Senior Ranger for Purbeck) and her deputy be invited to a future PC meeting to explain DCC’s present position in relation to RoWs. ACTION: Clerk. It was further RESOLVED that the Priests’ Way website be incorporated into the new LMPC website.  ACTION: Clerk. Mr Kershaw was asked to put up the new ‘permissive path’ sign at the S end of Durnford Drove, and said he would do so. ACTION: Jon Kershaw. 
5. Public Discussion Period. The meeting was adjourned for this agenda item. Cllr Knight left the chamber, and the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Christie, took the Chair.chaired this Item. 
a) Re: Planning Item Ic) Land adjacent Enzeli (6/2015/0683). There were comments by fifteen members of the public, the majority of which were objections. These included concerns about: Highway Safety, particularly during the building period, inadequate planning for water disposal and effect on sewers, choice of building materials, misleading plans, overlooking of neighbours, parking issues, the site’s status as an RES, access to Acton for emergency vehicles, visual impact and position in the AONB, Conservation area, Jurassic Coast, effects on bio-diversity and destruction of habitats, threats to historical character of the area and the threat to trees and boundary walls. Several of those objecting asked that the matter be referred to the PDC Planning Committee. The background context to the development was explained by a representative from the Parochial Church Council, who own the land, and the applicant’s husband, spoke to explain their perspective and ask for Council’s support for the application. It was explained that a bat survey had been carried out.
b) Mrs Pat Wright and Mr Richard Simpson asked the Council to consider the idea of a polytunnel and composting toilet for allotment holders adjacent to the present Communal Area. Plans of the proposal, which is on the Council’s land, were made available to Cllrs.
c) Mrs Judith Priddle and Mrs Marion Page thanked Cllrs who had helped during flooding in the Hyde on January 3rd. They both felt that the plans for hardstanding for the Spyway Car park (Planning Item 1a) would increase the flooding risk. Mr Kershaw explained that Geotek and Purbeck stone alternatives for surfacing, though less intrusive, would not stand up to constant use.
d) Mr Mike Barnes expressed concerns about Planning Item 1b), ‘Greenacre’ (6/2015/0733), that the ‘material changes’ included major changes to the height and more windows at first floor level, meaning that his house will now be overlooked; these changes were not in the original permission.
The meeting was reconvened.
6. Matters Arising from the Public Discussion. It was agreed to defer discussion of the allotment matter at 6b) above to the next meeting. Cllr Lovell suggested that allotment ground neighbours should be consulted. ACTION: Clerk to put note in Dubber.
Cllr Knight rejoined the meeting.
7.  Planning Matters. 
1) a) Five written objections were received by LMPC from members of the public on this item. 
    c) Nine written comments were received by LMPC from members of the public on this item: one in favour, and eight against.
2) To make comments concerning the following plans:- 
a) 6/2015/0736 The National Trust, Durnford Drove (Spyway Car Park), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HG. Re surface whole car park site, construct drainage system and dry stone wall. Install interpretation/signage boards and pay and display machine. No Objection.
b) 6/2015/0733 Mrs Denise Cheslett, Valley Road (Greenacre), Harmans Cross, Swanage, BH19 3DX. Reconfigure main roof & insert rooflights & dormers to enlarge first floor accommodation. Erect ground floor extension, front porch & make fenestration amendments. (Revised scheme to planning permission 6/2015/0429). No Comment.
c) 6/2015/0683 Mrs R Halls, Acton (Land adjacent Enzeli), BH19 3JS. Sever land and erect a detached two-storey dwelling. Create new vehicular access for existing dwelling.
The Council objects to this application on the following grounds:
1 .It will have a detrimental effect on the entrance to Acton and the Conservation area.
2. It will adversely affect neighbouring homes, particularly during the building work.
                      3. Concerns about the proposed new vehicular access to Enzeli and the safety of its junction with the Class C road.
The Council requests that the matter be referred to the Planning Committee. 


3. Receive Planning Decisions affecting this parish since the last Parish Council Meeting..
 a) TWA/2015/0198 Mr Bath, Old Malthouse Lane (1), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA. (T1) Ash - repollard to previous pollard points - The District of Purbeck (Old Malthouse Lane, Langton Matravers) Tree Preservation Order 2014 (Ref.TPO 439). APPROVED
b)  TWA/2015/0215 Mrs Crabb, High Street (51), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HA. (T1) Ash - reduce to a pollard by removing 3-5m of the crown - Langton Matravers Conservation Area. APPROVED
c) b) 6/2015/0696 Mrs Denise Cheslett, Valley Road (Greenacre), Harmans Cross, Swanage, BH19 3DX. Proposed Non-Material Amendment to 6/2015/0429 (Erect two storey rear extension) to omit glazed section to south elevation; form continuation of extension rear wall with continuation of main roof line over to enlarge dining room; reposition dormer to bedroom 3; enlarge rooflight on north elevation; insert additional rooflights on north & south elevations & install chimney. REFUSED
d) 6/2015/0639  Mr & Mrs Yeung, Acton (Harris's Cottage), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JS.
Insert a rooflight, convert a door to a window and make internal alterations to form an ensuite shower room. (LBC) APPROVED
e) 6/2015/0638 Mr & Mrs Yeung, Acton (Harris's Cottage), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JS.
Insert a rooflight, convert a door to a window. APPROVED.
f) 6/2015/0627 Mr and Mrs Aldridge, Coombe Hill (Serrella), Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3EU. Proposed single storey extension to side and rear of property. WITHDRAWN
4). Other planning matters: a) Confirm and sign minutes of the Extraordinary Planning Meeting 14th December 2015 (Spyway Orchard site). The Minutes were agreed to be a correct record and signed.
b) Clarification of Resolution made at Extraordinary Meeting.  The item had been withdrawn from the agenda on the advice of Mr David Fairbairn.
c) After discussion it was agreed not to send a LMPC representative to the PDC Planning Committee meeting on 24th February, at which the Spyway Orchard application would be decided. 
8. Minutes of the Meeting held 10th December 2015. These were agreed to be a correct record and signed.
9. Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 10f) Repairs to the Play Area are almost complete. As replacement of some timbers is as yet unnecessary, it was agreed to defer their installation until required. Spare timbers will be safely stored
10. The Clerk’s Report for the period 1.12.2015 – 6.1.2016.  Correspondence received and actions taken can be read on p.3 of the agenda. Report received.
a) Item Ca). Allotments. As there are still two vacancies, it was agreed to re-advertise the allotments. ACTION: Clerk, Cllr Christie via LMPC Facebook page.
b) Item Cc). DAPTC Subscription. RESOLVED: To accept the new subscription rate of £271.02 (an increase of £7.89) for 2016/17. 
c) Item Da) Revisions to Allotment policy. Item deferred until after meeting with LMAA.
The next final date for inclusion of correspondence-related agenda items received between meetings is 2nd February 2016.
11. Chairman’s Announcements. None.
12. County and District Councillor’s Report. a) Cllr Lovell reported on DCC cuts to Youth funding; 19 of the 22 youth centres may now be run by local communities. This may be challenging. 
b) DCC are likely to lose all their Rate Support Grant from central government within two years, rather than planned phased reductions over four years. There are serious concerns about how cuts of a further £7.5 million may be achieved in Dorset without affecting front-line services. 
13. Long Term Flood Alleviation Scheme. Cllr Loudoun explained that local flooding problems suggested two key solutions: 1) Controlling the run-off from the fields to the SW of the Hyde/Putlake by holding back the water with eg dams. This needs advice from all relevant agencies, including the National Trust, Environment Agency, Natural England, Wessex Water. 2) Localised work in the area at the S end of the Hyde to improve culverts and divert the water in a large pipe across the end of the Hyde, again taking advice from drainage engineers, including Mr Mike Goater at PDC. RESOLVED: To set up a Working party, led by Cllr Loudoun, to explore the matter further. 
14. Emergency Flooding Plans for the Hyde. a) RESOLVED: To ask PDC for at least two large bins with sand and sand bags to help with flood alleviation in the Hyde. ACTION: Clerk.  
b) Cllr. Christie explained that there was a problem with surface water getting into the sewage system in Durnford Drove, causing sewage flooding in the Hyde. ACTION: Clerk to invite Wessex Water to do a survey of immediate area and make plans with relevant householders to sort out the problem.
c) Cllr Christie asked that members of the public sign up for a ‘rapid reaction’ squad to help with any future flooding in the Hyde: the Clerk or Cllr Christie can be contacted. The Chair thanked him for his sterling work in this matter.
15. Revision on LMPC’s S106 proposal. In the light of comments from PDC’s Chris McDermott, Cllr Knight had made minor revisions to add ‘for a continuous period of at least 1 year’ to Clauses 1-4. RESOLVED to accept the revisions to LMPC’s proposal; ACTION: Clerk to forward to PDC.
16. Financial Matters.
 (1) 	Note the following addition to Council funds since the last Council Meeting: 
       £ 10.00      Monument inscription fee, the late Alice Daynes, Plot Cr.19.
       £ 340.00    Interment fee, the late Cicely Margaret Weston, Plot R10.
       £ 340.00    Interment fee, the late Ivy Louisa Lewis, Plot F12.PP
       £ 965.25    Allotment rents and water charge.
       (2) 	Note the following Payments by cheque or cash to be made since last Meeting:
       £ 0.00       Ian Bugler,    Grounds Maintenance (December).
£ 570.83   Clerk’s salary (December). 
£ 120.00   Elliott’s Cleaning Co. Public Toilets (December).
£ 112.16   SSE Contracting; Mending Light 6 at S end of the Hyde.
£ 65.00     Derek Welsh – Repainting LMPC Noticeboards.
£ 87.03     SSE Electricity supply to Public Toilets 18.9.2015 – 21.Dec 2015.
£ 100.00   Donation to Julia’s House 
£ 54.00    100 x 2nd Class stamps  - Langton PO.CASH Payment
              £ 9.59       Makro (paper for office) – CASH payment to M. Lovell.
 (3) Payment by Direct Debit:
£ 41.60 to XLN Telecom for phone and broadband. 
4. Any other Financial Matters. a) RESOLVED: To set the precept for 2016/17 at £18,735.00. ACTION: Clerk to inform PDC.
b) Additional costs for Play Area repair. See 9a above.
20. The date of the next full Council meeting was confirmed as Thursday 11th February, 2016 at 7pm
21. Items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting:  Coombe junction proposals from DCC / Allotment Polytunnel and composting toilet. Review of Licensing for Activity groups at Dancing Ledge etc. will be considered in March. 

 

Closed 9.55 pm.


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

