





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 11th July 2013 at 7pm.
Present: Cllr M Turner in the Chair, Cllrs P Loudoun, M Kirby, J Bradford, C Drayson, W Knight, H Tizard.  Cllr M Lovell joined the meeting at c.8pm.  
There were 4 members of the public present.

	Apologies for absence.  Cllr P.White (Chairman), Mr. Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, RoWLO. 
	Declarations of interest / Grant of Dispensations.  Cllr Turner declared an interest in Item 2d) of the planning agenda.

3.   Reports. a) Footpaths. The Clerk read out Mr. V-A’s report. The bid for £156,962.00 funding for the Priest’s Way repair project has been submitted to Natural England and will be decided on 16th July. A locked gate continues to be a problem along the Windmill Lane path; Mr D.Hill of Savills will look into the issue of the locked gate and ‘Private’ notice on behalf of the Scott estate and report back. Jenney Penney of  DCC will remove roundels on footpath signs/stiles. The Council agreed that it would like to see any future walk leaflets before printing, as Ms Penney had suggested. Following requests for clearance of some paths in the last month, Mr V-A proposed that the Council’s caretaker be occasionally employed to help. The Council felt that volunteers were presently doing an excellent job keeping such paths clear, and mentioned in particular Mr and Mrs Marsh, Mr P.Notley and Mr and Mrs Purver; they decided not to follow up the proposal.
b) Jonathan Kershaw of the National Trust noted several recent fires in the neighbourhood, which are apparently arson; he warned villagers to be vigilant. There have been complaints of overnight parking at Spyway car park. Some locks have been stolen from field gates, leading to people driving out as far as the cliff; similarly a broken gate at Talbot’s Wood has led to an invasion by quad bikes. The area is included in a national Walking Festival. Paul Loudoun will be replacing some fencing along the Priest’s Way. A new full-time ranger for Langton has been appointed. Cllr Turner thanked Mr Kershaw for his report.
4.Public Discussion Period. 
a) Dr Chris Spilling offered to help with clearing footpaths at appropriate times e.g. during the village litter picks. He also proposed to the Council, in relation to suggestions about the future of the Council’s Land to the South of the School field, that a local group with experience in woodland management, bird and invertebrate life, inspect and then prepare and present a management plan for the area which would maintain the land as a wildlife habitat which will be accessible to the community.
5. Matters Arising from the Public Discussion. 
a) Although no decision had been made about the Council’s land, it was agreed that this suggestion, as with all others should be explored. RESOLVED: That the Council accept Dr Spilling’s proposal to prepare a plan for the management of the Council’s land. Dr Spilling was thanked for his kind offer. 
b) Cllr Bradford queried why DCC were not taking action in relation to the Windmill lane issues. Cllr Loudoun stated that a kissing gate was unnecessary as there was no stock at the point in the path. The Clerk will refer the matter to Mr V-A and contact DCC. ACTION: Clerk.
6.  Planning Matters. 
   1) There were no comments by members of the public.
   2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
a) TWA/2013/0090 Mrs. Hazel Dorrington, Stoney Yarrows, St George’s Close, Langton Matravers, BH19 3HZ. (T1) Cypress - fell, (T2) Goat willow - crown thin by up to 25%; remove split, rubbing & crossing & low vigour branches; crown lift up to 4m - Langton Matravers Conservation Area. No Objection.
b) 6/2013/0350  Dorset County Council, Leeson House Field Studies Centre, Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU. Repair, refurbish and alter the conservatory to the south east corner of the present building. No Objection.








c) 6/2013/0334  PJ and PF Samways, Knitson Lane (Little Acorns), Langton Matravers, Bh19 3DX, Erect agricultural building for housing cattle and install 15,000 litre rainwater storage tank. No Objection.
d) 6/2013/0382 Mr. Douglas Barrell, 3 Alma Cottages, Acton, BH19 3LB. Erect Summerhouse. The Council expressed concern that the proposed summerhouse would overlook and block light to neighbouring properties.
e) 6/2013/0388 Mr. and Mrs. Eland, Old Malthouse Lane (Little Durnford), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA, Insert rooflights and lantern to western elevation pitch and flat roofs, make external alterations to windows and doors, including garage door to window, make internal alterations. (Listed Building consent). No Objection.
f) 6/2013/0387 Mr. and Mrs. Eland, Old Malthouse Lane (Little Durnford), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA, Insert rooflights and lantern to western elevation pitch and flat roofs, make external alterations to windows and doors, including garage door to window to convert to habitable accommodation. No Objection.
3) Receive Planning decisions affecting this parish since the last Council meeting:
a) TWA/2013/0070 Dorset County Council, Leeson House Field Studies Centre, Langton Matravers. (T641) Bull Bay Magnolia - formative & corrective pruning, prune around windows & roof, reduce declining canopy back to inner growth; (T688) Yew - remove epicormic growth from trunk & crown, prune to clear buildings, cut back large limb rubbing on building - Langton Matravers Conservation Area. Approved.
b) 6/2012/0824  Raglan Housing Association, Land adj to Steppes, Langton Matravers, Removal of Condition 10 of PP 6/2011/0192 (O/A - Erect 4 houses and 4 flats and form new vehicular access. Variation of condition 1 of PP 6/2010/0751 to allow amended layout of dwellings approved under O/A 6/2006/1154) to allow for windows and doors to be installed in UPVC. Approved.
c) 6/2013/0240 Mr. Helfer, Knitson Farm, Variation of condition 2 of PP 6/2011/0580 (Ercetrion of 1 new wind turbine with hub height of 15m. and associated works) to change the model of the proposed turbine. Approved.
d) 6/2013/0281 Mr. and Mrs. M Haysom, 1 Serrell’s Mead Cottages, Langton Matravers. Replace existing front elevation windows to match those of adjoining property. Approved.
4) Other planning matters: there were none.
7. Minutes of the Meeting held 13th June 2013. Cllr Bradford noted an error in the date in Item 2. This was changed from ‘2013’ to ‘2012’. The Minutes were then agreed as a correct record and signed.
8.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 6, 4) Proposed Spyway Orchard Development. An exploratory meeting with Chris McDermott of PDC to discuss a Housing Needs Survey for Langton Matravers, unfortunately had to be cancelled in June. ACTION: Clerk to re-schedule meeting for late July. Cllr Drayson had received advice from WMPC, that LMPC should undertake their own survey, as if it is done by PDC we (LMPC) will not have access to the data, but only numbers of those in housing need. Cllr Kirby said that if it was done together (PDC and LMPC) would we not both be owners of the data? This needs to be established at the re-scheduled meeting.
b) Item 8c). SSE Contracting – Unmetered supply for footway lights. Council’s request for a refund for unused electricity because three lights had been out of action for considerable periods was rejected on the grounds that the faults were with LMPC’s equipment and not SSE’s. Given that SSE had failed to mend the lights in question when requested, this was not considered wholly satisfactory, and the Clerk will inform SSE. ACTION: Clerk. 
c) Item 8f) Swings. The Clerk reported that the new swings are on order and should be fitted soon.
d) Item 9e) Review of Settlement Boundaries.  The preliminary meeting with PDC for LMPC will be at 10 am on Weds. 11th Sept.  PDC will present their decision to the parish at the Council meeting on 12th September. It was agreed that this meeting begin at 6.30pm.
e) Item 15, Toilet Contract. The application to tender will be in the ‘Advertiser’ on 1st August, in the August ‘Dubber’ and in the Post Office. Tenders should be in by 1st September for consideration by the Toilet Cttee, a decision being made at the 12th September meeting.
f) Item 16. Dorset Coast and Heaths and East Devon National Park.  Cllr Drayson noted that the issue had recently been discussed on TV, and was likely to create further media attention.
9.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 8.6.2013- 5.7.2013.  Report received.
10.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 33. Dog Fouling in East Drove. Mr Wilcox had written again, suggesting that a dog bin be set up at each end of East Drove, away from houses. Cllrs were not convinced of the severity of the problem, and Cllr Kirby agreed to monitor the situation and report back. ACTION: Cllr Kirby. 
b) Item 36. Dorset Waste Partnership – new recycling plans. Cllrs are invited to attend briefings to explain the new system. Cllr Drayson and the Clerk will attend the Corfe briefing on 14th August at 2pm. The Council agreed to take advantage of DWP’s offer of a temporary display of the new bins, hopefully in time for the September meeting. ACTION: Clerk.
c) DCC Heritage Lights. These had recently been repainted. 
11.  Chairman’s Announcements. There were none.
12.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
          £ 2,000.00 Grant from Big Lottery Fund for swings.
          £ 13.75    Allotment rent and Water charge – Mr. and Mrs. G. Jones, Plot 12B.
          £ 550.00  Purchase of Burial plot – Mr. and Mrs. T. Lucas,  F1.
          £ 840.00  Purchase of Burial plot and interment fee – the late Mr. F.J. Hobbs, O17.
          £ 50.00    New memorial fee – the late Mr. and Mrs. T. Barnett, Mrs. D. Lacey, K Cr 13. 
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque to be made since last Meeting:
£ 150.00   Mr I. Bugler – Grounds Maintenance (June). 
£ 498.57   Clerk’s salary (June). 
£ 151.88   SSE Contracting – 2 footway light repairs in the Hyde.
£ 78.00     ROSPA Play Area report fee.
£ 10.19     Printer paper (cash payment to M.Lovell).
£ 1.75       Refreshments for DCC Highways (cash payment).
£ 292.63   DAPTC Annual Subscription.
£ 141.67   Southern Electric – supply to Toilet block, March-July 2013.
£ 51.24     Newsquest – Advertisement for Toilet tender contract (Advertiser).
 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
         £ 39.53     XLN Telecom for phone and broadband. 
 (4) Other Financial Matters. Castle View Light Quotation. Cllr Turner advised that in other areas BT have been asking that non-BT equipment, including footway lights, be removed from their poles. After discussion it was RESOLVED not to replace the footway light at the junction of Castle View and the B3069. It was agreed to write to residents of Castle View to inform them of the decision. ACTION: Clerk.
14.  Cemetery Matters: (1) Council’s Cemetery. No points for discussion.
(2) Closed Cemetery. No points for discussion.
15.  Allotments.  Cllr Drayson reported that the LMAA had held a successful barbecue on July 6th.
16. Future of Council’s Land. John Corben, a local estate agent, had valued the land on the Council’s behalf, without charge. He had sent a report which Cllrs had seen before the meeting, which valued the land at £5,000.00, on the basis that there was no vehicular access and it had a covenant on it which affected future use. Cllr Kirby asked that the Clerk write a letter of thanks to Mr Corben on the Council’s behalf. He also pointed out that the Council has vehicle access over the National Trust’s land to the West, immediately to the South of ‘ Culls’, and it was RESOLVED: That Mr Corben be asked how much the land is worth, taking this vehicular access into consideration. It was noted that although covenants may not affect grants of planning permission, they can still create legal barriers to development of land. It was further RESOLVED: To arrange a meeting with St George’s School to discuss opening up the Council’s land from the school playing field either by removing all fencing or by making an opening in the south field boundary for pedestrian access. ACTION: Clerk.
17. Speedwatch.  The Clerk reported that the number of volunteers was still two short of a team. Cllr Lovell suggested that as Worth had two volunteers it might be possible to combine forces. ACTION:Clerk. Cllr Turner informed the meeting that some parishes had bought their own mobile traffic speed indicators with grants from the New Homes Bonus Scheme. ACTION:Clerk to follow up.
18. Dubber Article Contents.  Following enquiries by parishioners about the content of the monthly LMPC report in the Dubber, the Clerk had drafted a policy about what was to be included. This had previously been circulated to Cllrs. RESOLVED: To accept the policy.   
19. Street Plan. Mrs O’Connell at Putlake Farm had requested a street map for Langton similar to those for Acton and Worth, to help delivery drivers etc. to locate homes in the village. It was agreed that this would be expensive as Langton is a larger village. It was decided not to follow up the idea. 
20. Toilet Refurbishment. As the Council is still waiting for the third quotation for the work, it was agreed that the Toilet Committee should be empowered to make a decision on which quotation to accept and report back to the next meeting.
21. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 8th August, 2013. The meeting will begin at 7pm. 
22.Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting: Housing Needs Survey / Toilet Refurbishment / Future of Council’s Land / Donation to the Dubber.



Closed c.8.30pm. 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

