

Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Minutes of a meeting of Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday, 12th March 2009 at 7.00pm
Present Cllr N Priddle, in the Chair, and Cllrs, Mrs V Murray, J Bradford, P. Bradford, P Loudoun, M Lovell, and P White. 

1.	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr M Kirby and Cllr Mrs P. Kwantes. In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman Cllr J Bradford nominated Cllr N Priddle  as Acting Chairman and this was unanimously supported.
2.	Declarations of interest: there were none.
3.	Public Discussion period:
 The Meeting was adjourned for discussion.
	Mr Ian Mackenzie spoke briefly to say that he had posted the formal application on the Council’s behalf to make Windmill Knapp a restricted byway. He said that the application was likely to take at least a year and that DCC was currently considering cases dating back to 2001. In the meantime, people could still send in supplementary evidence in support of the application.  Cllr J Bradford said that he was interested to note that the gate in Windmill Lane was now locked. The Acting Chairman thanked Mr Mackenzie for the report and all his sterling work.

CPSO Ian Leslie said that a survey of speed along the High Street had recently been completed and the average speed was 36mph. He said that the Police hoped to have a meeting soon to address traffic issues. He also reported the theft of 400 litres of heating oil from a house in Winspit and warned parishioners to be on their guard against this kind of crime. 
4.	Matters arising from the Public Discussion: 
The Acting Chairman proposed that the Council’s appreciation for all Mr I Mackenzie’s work be recorded and minuted and this was unanimously supported.
5.	Planning Matters:
(1) There were no comments from the public concerning Plan 0101; submitted by DCC; proposed rebuild of pier in a different position to allow the access to be widened. Leeson House Field Studies Centre, Langton Matravers.
(2) Determine Council’s comment on Plan 0101;
“The Parish Council is happy to approve.”
 (3) The following Planning Decisions were noted: 
There were none.
(4) Any other Planning Matters;
(a) Appeal by Isle of Purbeck Catering Ltd, use of ‘Mainhyde’ as seasonal overflow parking: The inquiry will be held at PDC Council Chambers at 10:00am on Tuesday 24th March.
The Acting Chairman said that he thought Putlake Adventure Farm was an asset to the village and he would like the Parish Council to show its support for the owner. Cllrs P White and J Bradford said that they were going to attend the Appeal and the Acting Chairman asked if they would also speak on the Council’s behalf. They agreed and Cllr P White added that in his view if the appeal was turned down then visitors to Putlake Farm would have to park in the High Street, which would cause many more problems.
6.	Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 12th February were confirmed and signed.
7.	Matters arising from the Minutes:
(a) Item 8 (a); The illegally felled trees in Old Malthouse Lane. Cllr M Lovell said that he had met with Mr J Hasaka, PDC Arboricultural Officer, and it had been suggested that 2 trees be planted in the same area as the illegally felled ones and the third be planted elsewhere. The Acting Chairman said that in his view this seemed to be pandering to the developers and this was supported by the rest of the councillors. Cllr M Lovell added that he had also been told that a prosecution was unlikely as there was no evidence of who had actually cut down the trees. The Acting Chairman said that he was not content with the solution and that in his view it made a nonsense of tree preservation. Again this was unanimously supported and the Clerk was instructed to write a letter to Mr Hasaka to convey the Council’s dissatisfaction.
(b) Item 8 (b); The new wall at the Council’s Cemetery. Cllr M Lovell said that  some of the stone had been delivered to the east end of the cemetery, but that it could not be moved nearer the site due to the wetness of the ground. The Acting Chairman asked if the job was likely to be completed by the end of March and Cllr Lovell said no.
(c) Item 8 (c); The fingerpost at Worth Gate. Cllr P Loudoun asked Cllr Lovell if he had had any success in getting DCC to reinstate this sign as a fingerpost. Cllr Lovell said no.
(d) Item 4; Purbeck schools review. Cllr J Bradford asked Cllr M Lovell whether he could update the Council on DCCs position on this matter. Cllr Lovell said that he wouldn’t know any more for a couple of months, but that there would probably be another consultation.  The Acting Chairman asked if it would be researched this time and Cllr Lovell said it had been. The Acting Chairman doubted this as DCC had not consulted the Parish Council regarding St George’s First School, because if it had the Council would have told them there was no chance of getting land from The Old Malthouse School to add to St George’s. he added that he hoped that Cllr Lovell would ensure that any future consultation was done properly.
The Acting Chairman said that he was very irritated by Worth Matravers Councillor Wendy Wilson’s contribution to the February Meeting, in her position as Worth and Langton Matravers representative on the Board of Governors of St George’s First School. She had said that Worth Matravers Parish Council were not decided on a 2 or 3 tier system, but he saw from the Worth Matravers Chairman’s article in The Dubber that they support a 3 tier system. He felt that Cllr Wilson had not served the Council very well.
8.	The Clerk’s Report for the period 6.02.09 – 5.03.09. was received.
9.	Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report:
(a) Item 30; Someone to do a report of the Council Meeting for The Dubber. Cllr Mrs V Murray volunteered.
(b) A Meeting with RJ Walker of DCC at the Play Area to inspect the fence. Cllrs M Lovell & N Priddle said that they would attend.
10.	Chairman’s announcements; The Acting Chairman said he had asked the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Mrs P Kwantes, if she would be able to chair the Meeting and she had said that she would attend, but did not feel up to acting as Chairman. He explained that this was not possible and so she declined.
11.	Financial Matters:
	(1) The following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting were noted:
£340.00 from James Smith Funeral Directors for the interment of the late Mrs Eva Jean Lucas.
£160.00 from Mr A Hobbs for a memorial to the late Mrs D Hobbs.
£80.00 from Mr Sean Haughey for a memorial to the late Mrs Sylvia Haughey.
(2) The following Payments by Cheque, already authorized, since last Meeting, were noted:
£428.38 to J. Bellucci for Clerk’s salary for January.
£87.81 to SEC for repair of light in 3 Acre Lane.
£157.13 to S Electric for electric bill for office/toilets.
£23.48 to M Lovell, ex-Staples for envelopes for the office.
£10.00 to Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for January Council Chamber.
£50.17 to Droveway Architecture for work on the allotments.
£57.11 to SEC for repair of light in Acton.
£92.96 to BT for phone bill.
£428.38 to J Bellucci for Clerk’s salary for February.
(3)The following payments by Direct Debit were noted:
 £15.65 to Nildram for broadband connection.
 (6) Any other Financial Matters: 
The Clerk said that the application form for the A&L deposit account had been received.
12.	Cemetery Matters:
	(1) Council cemetery.
 The Clerk said on a recent visit to the cemetery with Mr C Lander of James Smith Funeral Directors, Mr Lander had pointed out a dangerous monument, which they had laid flat on the ground. The Clerk was instructed to write to the nearest living relative to ask them to have it repaired.
	
(2) Closed cemeteries.
 The Acting Chairman raised the matter of the overhanging ash tree in the grounds of the Old Rectory. The Clerk said there had been no response to his letter. Cllr P Bradford said that the owner, Mr Douglas Haigh, visited the Old Rectory on Monday mornings and the Clerk was instructed to try and meet and speak with him there.
13.	Allotments.
(a) The Acting Chairman said that the Chairman had received an apology from Louise Carmichael of the NT for an article in the Echo which had given the impression that the allotments were all the idea of the NT.
(b) The Acting Chairman announced that he hoped that the fencing work would commence on the 16th April, that the shed had been ordered, £700.00 had been spent on grit, and that they were now trying to get manure. He also said that the NT had not yet signed the lease. 
14.	Affordable housing;
The Acting Chairman said there was to be a public meeting at the village hall on the 16th with Raglan  Housing. 
15.	Play Project. The Clerk said that the balance of the Play Area Project was £2317.45. He said that Mrs T Stone had asked if anyone from the Council would be prepared to give a short talk to the children at St George’s about the Council’s work on the Play Project and Cllr P Bradford said that he would.
16.	A notice case at the office: The Clerk was instructed to ask the PO how much they would charge to display 4 A4 notices.
17.	The bus stop outside “Rahern” and the SID. The Clerk suggested that if the SID was removed W&D could put their bus stop there. Cllr P Bradford said he was totally against this as it was the best site for the SID. The Clerk was instructed to write to W&D to ask if they would put a shorter sign in next to the SID.
18.	The date of the next Council Meeting was confirmed as Thursday the 9th April at 7 pm.
19.	Items for the next Agenda;
20.	There being no further business, the Meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.

Signed……………………………..(Chairman).               Date…………………………..

