





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 8th March 2012 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllr P White in the Chair, P Loudoun, H Tizard, M Turner, M Kirby, W Knight, J Bradford, M Lovell.

There were 8 members of the public present.

	Apologies: Cllr.Drayson. Cllr Lovell arrived at 7.30pm.
	Declarations of interest.  Cllr Kirby declared a personal interest as his wife has an allotment. Cllrs Tizard and Turner each declared a personal interest as allotment tenants.
	Reports. a) David Hodd and Jon Kershaw of the National Trust reported on the Trust’s work in the parish within the last month. The planning application for Albi’s barn (6/2011/0790) had been withdrawn in order to reassess landscaping issues.  Walling, using corporate volunteer groups, has been done near Burngate, and scrub clearance had finished for the year to allow for the bird nesting season. They were very pleased to announce that the NT’s ‘Wild Purbeck’ bid for funding for local environmental projects had been successful, There are 21 projects, key areas being managing visitor access to Purbeck and community solutions to woodland management, for example in Langton Westwood. They hope to involve the parish in consultations as they move the projects forward.

b) Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, PC Footpath Liaison officer, reported that DCC had carried out a survey of the Priest’s Way and funding for improvement works was ‘hopeful’. He emphasised that the new surface would not be tarmac or planings. Following meetings with Mr and Mrs Haysom regarding plans for a new footpath beside the A351 north from the junction with Crack Lane, they had said that they were only prepared to have a 10-year ‘permissive path’ over their land. He is therefore exploring a new proposal for a path through Talbot Wood, liaising with Cllr Loudoun and the National Trust, who are the landowners. He further noted that DCC are replacing stiles with gates on many paths leading to and from the coast as part of their work on the SW Coastal path, and that there is a proposal to establish a path from Burngate to link with paths from Harman’s Cross.  
Cllr White thanked Mr Hodd, Mr Kershaw and Mr. Vaughan-Arbuckle for their reports. 
c) Ian Mackenzie’s written report said that user evidence forms had been sent for the Windmill Lane claim. It will probably be heard in May, or at the latest, July, He thanked Cllrs for their support.                              
	Public Discussion. 

a) Dr C Spilling expressed his disapproval of the recent changes from stiles to gates on many footpaths. David Hodd, of the NT, explained that gates enhance access for elderly people and dogs.
b) Mr C Meadows drew members’ attention to the access problems on a footpath behind the Ship Inn, where a gate has been locked and where some people are unable to use the stile. Jon Kershaw, for the NT explained the background, which relates to the tenant’s right to lock the gate as there had been a permissive bridleway. He said that the NT will look into the possibility of installing a kissing gate in the future. Concern was also expressed about bags of dog mess being left on the footpath behind the Ship.
5.  Matters Arising from the Public Discussion.  
    Cllr Kirby asked if it might be useful to install another dog bin. The site would need to be considered carefully. RESOLVED: That the Council explore the possibility of installing another dog bin somewhere in the area behind the Ship Inn, subject to consultation with PDC, the Ship and neighbours. ACTION: Clerk. Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle to write article in the Dubber reminding dog owners to dispose of dog mess carefully.
6.   Planning Matters. 
       2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
       (a) 6/2012/0073 Application for :- Full Planning Permission, Minor Devt.. Mr R.Smith. Erect lean-to extension to existing agricultural building. New Barn Farm, Swanage. Observation: The Parish Council has no objection to the application.
       (b) 6/2012/0122  Application for: - Listed Building consent.  Mrs D.Pearson. Replace xisting 7 sash windows on N elevation. High Street 43/45, Langton Matravers. Observation: The Parish Council has no objection to the application.
       (c) 6/2012/0127  Application for: - Miscellaneous. Other Development. Eneco Round 3 Development Ltd. Construction of meteorological mast (100 m above mean sea level) – consultation by the Marine Management Organisation Ref – MLA/2012/0058. Navitus Bay Wind Park, Isle of Wight. Observation: The Parish Council objects to the application on the grounds that it represents a navigational hazard and is out of keeping with the area.
    3) The Council received planning decisions by PDC since the last meeting: 
     a) 6/2012/0006,0007, Application For County Matters Permission, Other development. County Matter Permission.  Other Development. Lovell Purbeck Limited.  Small scale extension/ Variation of conditions 2,6,9 and 10 of Planning Permission 6/2004/1048 to extend the end date of the existing quarry to facilitate the extension and to change the phasing and ramp location.Quarry No 4, Quarry Field, Acton.	
   4) Other planning matters: -
    a) Cllr Kirby informed the meeting that a new planning application had been put in for affordable housing at Steppes. He was concerned that the parish had been listed as ‘Swanage’. ACTION: Clerk to contact PDC to check that Langton Matravers are invited to comment on the plans.            
7.  Minutes of  the Meeting held 9th January 2012. The Minutes, having been circulated previously, were agreed as a correct record and signed.
8.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 4d. Tom’s Field Lights. SSE Contracting will follow up Mr Free’s query. New ‘part night’ photo electric switches are to be fitted by DCC in 2013. The light at the end of the Hyde has finally been mended.
b) Item 8a. VAT reclaim. Alan Leeson had said that he would complete the VAT returns for 2009-10 and 2010-11 before the meeting. The paperwork had not arrived. 
c) Item 8b. Dead Tree in Malthouse Lane. Mr Neil Brooks, Headmaster of OMH, had planted a new ash sapling. He was thanked by the Chairman. 
d) Item 8d. Bus Shelter Cleaning. The Clerk had expressed an interest on behalf of the council; the shelter by the PO had recently been cleaned, but not by DCC.
e) Item 16. PDC Core Strategy. The Clerk had been informed by Mr. Tapscott at PDC that the Core Strategy would be finalised by the Autumn. She has asked that a hard copy of the latest version be sent to the Parish Council to help with Neighbourhood Plan development (see Item 18 below).
f) Item 17. Annual Parish Assembly. The Clerk outlined plans for possible display material by children from St George’s School about traffic management in the village. Members agreed that this was a good idea. ACTION: Clerk to liaise with school.
g) Item 13(2). Closed Cemetery. The Clerk reported that letters had been sent to possible donors regarding the Memorial Fund Appeal.
 9.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 4.2.12 to 2.3.2012: Report received.
10.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 26. Cllr Drayson and the Clerk will attend the PDC Neighbourhood Planning workshop on 12th March 2012. 
11.  Chairman’s Announcements. 
a) The Chairman and the Clerk had attended the Eneco exhibition on 21st February regarding the proposed Navitus Bay wind farm. Cllr White noted use of Government subsidy for the project, which he suggested made it more attractive for developers. 
b) He had inspected the light behind the King’s Arms, and did not think that it was necessary to replace it at this point. Cllr Bradford reminded the meeting that it had originally been set up at the request of residents, and it was agreed to take no action at present, but review the situation when the light needed replacement. ACTION:Clerk to inform Mr Mayes of the Council’s decision. 
c) DCC intends to change its plans for management of Snow Clearing Operations, and invited the Council to comment on new proposals which would include each parish making its own Snow Plan and having its own snow blade plus £200 towards the cost of snow clearing. The idea was discussed, and Cllr Loudoun asked what the insurance implications might be. ACTION: Clerk to contact DCC to ask about insurance: Council to decide how to proceed based on this, by 28th March 2012. 
12.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
       £   93.00    Allotment rents (not £ 91.00, as on agenda).
       £  170.00   Interment fee: the late Leonard Travers, Plot V2.
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque since last Meeting:
       £ 12.00      Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for March Council chamber.
       £ 480.14 	   Clerk’s Salary – February, plus tax rebate.
       £ 121.30 	   Mr. O.Wiste - Grounds Maintenance, February. 
       £ 600.00	    Ellis Jones – NT legal fees for Crack Lane cemetery Land purchase.
       £ 35.00      Fields in Trust subscription.
       £ 40.00      Open Spaces Society subscription.
       £ 75.00      N.Donald Book-keeping. Audit fee for April-Dec.2011. (3 quarters)	 
 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
       £ 35.27      XLN Telecom for phone and broadband 
 (4) 	Other Financial Matters. 
a) The Clerk asked to go on DAPTC training for HMRC payments in April. All in favour.
b) It was noted that there was no evidence of recent work having been done on the Council’s grounds, and concern was expressed. It was agreed to keep a ‘watching brief’ and review the situation as necessary.
13.  Cemetery Matters:
(1) Council’s Cemetery. 
a) Purchase of National Trust land at Crack Lane. The Clerk reported that the National Trust’s legal fees had had to be paid in full in order for the sale to proceed, despite a request to the NT from Craig Wells of Ellis Jones that a part might be paid by them in view of the unexpectedly high costs.
(2) Closed Cemetery. Following a question from Cllr Bradford, the Clerk replied that there had been no response to the letter regarding the dangerous ash tree in the Old Rectory garden. ACTION: Clerk to write again.
14.  Allotments.  Cllr Kirby reported that all rents were now paid.
15.  Jubilee Plans. 
a) Mrs Anita Brown, Head teacher at St George’s School had written to the council outlining plans for a joint Jubilee project for the village. The school is suggesting some sort of mural or mosaic which would involve a local artist working with the children to make a lasting memorial which could be enjoyed by all. The idea was discussed in detail, including a possible site and Parish Council funding for the project. It was suggested that a mural could be included in plans already in progress for the alterations to the school. ACTION: Cllr Knight to discuss ideas in more detail with Mrs Brown and report back.
b) Mr and Mrs Christie had suggested planting an oak tree to mark the event, and possible sites were considered. ACTION: Cllr Knight to ask Mrs Brown about the possibility of a tree in the school field.
16. Traffic Management/Congestion/Speeding: update. 
a) Cllr Kirby reported on discussions with PCSO Iain Leslie of PACT. Mr Leslie recommends that the Parish Council trial ‘Community Speed Watch’.  Local groups would use a mobile speed camera and speed display to advise motorists of their speed, and log evidence at different points in the village. This can then be used to alert DCC Highways to danger areas etc.  Equipment could be borrowed initially, but could be bought, sharing costs (c.£ 1,500 per set) by joint ownership with other PCs. Cllr Tizard offered to provide coning and/or barriers, as PACT no longer loan these. 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council invite PCSO Iain Leslie to the Annual Parish Assembly to introduce Community Speed Watch.  ACTION: Cllr Kirby. Clerk to inform DCC Highways of plans. 
b) Some of Mrs Feltham’s ’20 is Plenty’ proposals, such as the flashing light for the school, were explored. ACTION: Clerk to send interim letter of thanks. 
c) Cllr Bradford reported that speed strips and markings at the West end of the village were worn down. ACTION: Clerk to inform DCC.
17. Village Clean-Up. 
a) Mrs Bridget Mayes had asked the Council if they thought it a good idea for her to arrange for a group to clean up surrounding fields as soon as possible, before holiday visitors arrive and growth gets underway. She suggested a twice-yearly clean-up, in March and October. The Council were enthusiastic about the idea. ACTION: Clerk to contact Mrs Mayes to thank for her offer.
b) 12thMay Plans. It was agreed to have teams working in different areas, including the Old Cemetery and along the roadsides to the West of the village. Cllr Tizard offered to supply suitable sacks for collection, and it was agreed that rubbish collected should be taken to the tip and/or recycled. ACTION: Clerk to contact PDC to see if SITA should be cleaning verges, and advertise Clean-up in Dubber.
18. Neighbourhood/Parish Plan Update : Cllrs Kirby, Drayson and the Clerk had attended a DAPTC training day on the Localism Act. Cllr Kirby reported that producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the parish would potentially cost c £ 20.000, with no clear idea of where funding might come from. He stressed that such a plan would supplement PDC’s Core Strategy, and cannot go against it, although it has equal weight in planning terms. He suggested that as a first step we become familiar with the implications of the Core Strategy, to see if a Neighbourhood Plan is necessary. RESOLVED:That a representative from PDC be invited to an Open Meeting to explain to the parish how the Core Strategy will affect Langton Matravers, within the next couple of months. ACTION: Clerk.
19.  Village Car Park. There had been no response from DCC about the possibility of parking on the school field.  Mr and Mrs Duncan had informed the Council that the boundary wall in the SE corner of the school field was completely broken down. Cllr Lovell said that the wall belonged to the school. ACTION: Cllr Knight to discuss the matter with Mrs Brown at their next meeting.
Crossing at Coombe. This item was not addressed as Cllr Drayson was absent.
	 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 7pm on Thursday 12th April 2012. The May monthly meeting will be at 7pm. on Thursday 10th May 2012.
Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting:  Village Car Park/ Traffic management (Speed Watch)/ Crossing at Coombe/ Jubilee Plans/ Annual parish assembly Plans.

Closed 9.05pm 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

