





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 10th May 2012 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllr P White in the Chair, P Loudoun, H Tizard, M Turner, M Kirby, W Knight, J Bradford,  C.Drayson. Cllr Lovell arrived at 7.20 pm.

There were 3 members of the public present.

	Apologies: There were none.
	Declarations of interest.  Cllr Kirby declared a personal interest as his wife has an allotment. Cllrs Tizard, Drayson and Turner each declared a personal interest as allotment tenants.
	Reports. a) Jon Kershaw of the National Trust reported on the Trust’s work in the parish within the last month. They had been in touch with PDC regarding drainage problems at Durnford Drove and also discussed repairs to the Priest’s Way with the Rights of Way department. They have repaired dry stone walls behind the Burngate Centre. They appreciated the opportunity to share ideas on the NT’s ‘Wild Purbeck’ projects at the recent Parish Assembly. He asked for interested people to join a community woodland group to help to care for Langton West Wood. He confirmed that the Trust is NOT planning to open a new car park at Castle View. The Chairman thanked the NT for the report.

b) Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, PC Footpath Liaison officer, had met with Steve Kourik from DCC regarding the possibility of creating a footpath along the verge of the A351 north from the junction with Crack Lane. Unfortunately cost is prohibitive. He therefore recommended to the Council that as all possible solutions had been explored and rejected, the matter be removed from the agenda. DCC remains confident on getting approval for funds to repair the Priest’s Way, and had asked that LMPC write in support of the project. He would then contact WMPC and STC to gain their support also.
RESOLVED: That the Council send a letter of support for the Priest’s Way repair project to DCC. Cllr Loudoun asked if there was money within the funding for future maintenance: apparently this is not included in the budget. Cllr White thanked Mr. Vaughan-Arbuckle for his report. 
	Public Discussion. 

a) Mr Paul Schuster expressed concern about parking at the end of Mount Pleasant Lane which obscures visibility for drivers, and has recently led to several ‘near misses’ involving small children.
b) Dr Chris Spilling reminded the Council of its previous decisions to apply for ‘Village Green’ status for the School Field, and noted that these were at odds with proposals to explore development of a car park on part of the field. He also raised various other points regarding plans for a car park, including reference to DCC’s Sustainable School Travel Strategy, and any feedback from PDC on the proposals. 
5.  Matters Arising from the Public Discussion.  
It was agreed to discuss Car Park proposals at this point in order to respond to some of Dr Spilling’s points. Cllr Kirby explained that he had been in touch with the Department of Education, and was awaiting an opinion as to whether a Section 77 agreement might be necessary. He had also spoken to Ros Drane at PDC Planning, who advised that Planning Permission would be necessary, and had noted that the site was in a conservation area. DCC Highways’ Dave Brown had suggested that access onto the High Street would not be a difficulty. It therefore seemed that development of a car park for school staff at the West end of the school field, with access through to the Council’s land to the South, might be possible: the Council now needed to decide whether it wished to take the idea forward for public consultation. Cllr Knight said that there should be no public expenditure on planning consultancy until a firm decision had been made. Funding was discussed, and the relative cost of different surfaces. Cllr Knight stated that the Governors of St George’s School had not formally approved any proposal for a staff car park. Cllr Lovell noted that a formal application for new school buildings at St George’s will shortly be made and the issue of parking is likely to form part of that application. RESOLVED: That the Council defer any further decision on the subject until the St George’s application is in place. Abstentions: Cllr Knight, Cllr Lovell.
6.  Planning Matters. 
       2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
       (a) 6/2012/0261 Application for :- Full Planning Permission, Minor Devt. Mr S. Fenech, Hollyhocks, The Hyde, Langton Matravers, BH19 3AG. Erect single storey side extension to N side of bungalow. Observation: No Objection.
3) The Council received planning decisions by PDC since the last meeting: 
       (a) Raglan Housing Association. Erect 4 houses and 4 flats and form new vehicular access. Land adj. to Steppes, Langton Matravers. APPROVED.
   4) Other planning matters: - There were two applications for Swanage (6/2012/0272/ 6/2012/0247) for the establishment of an NHS Dental Surgery in the town. RESOLVED: That a letter expressing the Council’s support for the provision of NHS Dental services in the area be sent to the relevant Planning Officer at PDC, with a copy to Swanage Town Council.
7.  Appointment and Confirmation of Council Officers and employee for 2012-13.
RESOLVED: That Cllr White be re-elected Chairman of the Council: That Cllr Turner be re-elected as Vice Chairman: That other officers be elected as listed below:
Footpath Liaison Officer: Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle.
Tree and Hedgerow Officer: Cllr Drayson.
Emergency Liaison Officer: Cllr Kirby.
Representative on St George’s First School Governing Body: Mrs. V.Winch.
Representative on the Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Knight.
	Representatives on Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils: Cllr Drayson, Clerk.

Contact for PACT: Cllr Kirby.
Youth Liaison Officer: Cllr Tizard.
Allotment Liaison Officers: Cllr White, Cllr Kirby.
Representatives on Timson Trust: Cllr Bradford, Cllr Turner, Cllr White.
11) Miss M Sparks was confirmed as Clerk to the Council, Responsible Financial Officer and Clerk to the Burial Board.
8.Minutes of  the Meeting held 12th April 2012. The Minutes, having been circulated previously, were agreed as a correct record and signed.
9.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 8c. Snow Clearing Operations. As Cllr Loudoun’s motor insurance was sufficient to comply with the proposals for the new scheme, it was agreed to inform DCC that we were happy to proceed.  ACTION: Clerk. Re-siting of grit bins during the summer was discussed, and as they are still full, it was agreed to close them securely to prevent use for litter, and leave them in position for this year. ACTION: Cllr White. 
b) Item 8h. Cllr Kirby if a date had been fixed for the Core Strategy Meeting with Steve Dring and Diane Bemand  of PDC. ACTION: Clerk.
c) Item 10a. A copy of the new Architect’s plans for development of St George’s School are available to view in the Parish Office.
d) Item 11. Cllr Kirby reported that the fencing on the N side of the Council’s land adjoining the school field does not block access. RESOLVED:That a new fence be erected there. ACTION: Cllr Kirby, Mr D.Duncan. Cllr Bradford further proposed that the wall, which had marked the S boundary of the field, and is also the boundary of the conservation area at that point, be reinstated. Cllr Knight reminded the Council that DCC, the owners, do not wish to rebuild the wall. RESOLVED: That DCC be asked to rebuild the stone wall bordering the S side of St George’s School Field. Abstention: Cllr Kirby.
e) Item 13b.Cllr Kirby has bought a new laminator on behalf of the Council, and Cemetery notices are now waterproof.
 
10.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 7.4.2012 to 4.5.2012.  Report received.
11.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 7. Mr C Meadows’ request for a kissing gate behind the Ship Inn: the NT are following this up.
b) Item 19. The Clerk reminded Cllrs that the Windmill Lane Footpath hearing is on July 2nd in Dorchester. 
c) Item 30. The Clerk read out a letter from DCC Traffic Engineering saying that in future they will only action requests for work which come through the Parish Council, and not from individual members of the public.
12.  Chairman’s Announcements. 
The Chairman informed the meeting that he had much positive feedback from parishioners following the recent Parish Assembly. He asked for the Council’s support for the Education Swanage (Secondary School) project, and Cllrs responded positively to the proposals: Cllr Drayson will feed back to ES. 
13.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
       £  200.00   Purchase of cremation plot Cr.12 and interment fee: the late Anthony Bradford. (cash)
       £  2,874.19    VAT refund 2009/10 and 2010/11.
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque since last Meeting:
       £ 12.00      Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for May Council chamber.
       £ 444.34 	   Clerk’s Salary – April.
       £ 242.60	    Mr O.Wiste, Grounds Maintenance (March/April)..
       £ 240.00.   Mr P.Loudoun – gate to cemetery extension, Crack Lane.
       £ 20.00      DAPTC – HMRC Surgery Course Fee.
       £ 554.32    Southern Electric – Annual Bill for street lighting.
       £ 50.00      Land Registry – School Field Lease Registration.
       £ 161.20    PAYE end of year payment. (cash).
       £ 782.88    Came and Co. PC Insurance.	 
 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
       £ 36.70      XLN Telecom for phone and broadband 
 (4) 	Other Financial Matters. 
The Clerk reported that the End of Year Annual Return for HMRC had been completed, and that the books will be sent to the internal auditor. RESOLVED: That the services of Mr Nigel Donald as Internal Auditor be retained for the financial year 2012/13. 
14.  Cemetery Matters:
(1) Council’s Cemetery. a) The Clerk informed Cllrs that there had been a query from a bereaved relative regarding the number of cremation burials which are allowed in one inhumation burial plot (presently 3 according to the regulations). Cllr Lovell explained that this rule had been made in order to limit the number of different memorials on any one plot. The matter will be deferred to the next agenda. ACTION: Clerk will enquire of Clerks in Swanage and Bournemouth about regulations there. Cllr Tizard suggested that the Council could develop a Memorial wall in the cemetery: this will also be discussed at the next meeting.
b) It was suggested that Mr. Ian Bugler be employed as Groundsman on a temporary basis following the termination of Mr Wiste’s contract on May 16 th, until the contract can be put out to tender. It was agreed that the tender document and contract both require re-drafting. RESOLVED: That the Clerk formally ask Mr Bugler to take over the Groundsman work for the Council on a temporary basis until such time as a new tender document is prepared.

(2) Closed Cemetery. The Clerk reported that James Bennett, PDC/DCC tree officer had not yet had a chance to look at overhanging ash tree in the Old Rectory garden. It was noted that he had been to look at the overhanging trees at Yard’s Brake on the A351.
15.  Allotments.  Following discussion at the last meeting about possible changes in the residence regulation for allotment tenancy, it was agreed to leave the regulations as they stood, whereby they are for the use of residents of Langton Matravers, Worth Matravers and Harman’s Cross. 
16.  Village Car Park. See 5 above.
17. Traffic Management update + Walking Bus. 
a) The Clerk reported that a meeting had been arranged by DCC Traffic Engineering on Weds.9th May 2012 to look at problems with the narrow stretch of road between Great Barn and the Ship. Present were Mr Clive Stracey, owner of Great Barn, Cllrs White and Turner and the Clerk. Cllr Lovell asked that he be informed in future of any such meeting. The Clerk reported on the outcome of the meeting, and the various further traffic points which had been discussed. Road markings and signage will be changed at Great Barn. DCC asked for the Council’s approval for two changes elsewhere in the village: RESOLVED:To allow DCC to install bollards on the E side of the junction of  Steppes Hill road and the High Street to deter parking, and to install a ‘bus cage’ road marking and a new bus stop  pole  on the N side of the B3069 opposite the end of Durnford Drove, for the same reason. The Clerk will follow up the proposal for a crossing of the A351 at Coombe, as DCC voiced their support for Travel Plans which encourage children to walk and cycle to school.
b) Cllr Tizard expressed concern about the decline of the St George’s school Walking  Bus. Cllr Drayson said that she would be prepared to go and support the Bus if teachers/governors felt that it would be useful. Cllr Loudoun said that Cox’s Field could be used as a car park for a Walking Bus from the West end of the village. Cllr Drayson agreed to talk to the Headteacher and staff about initiating some sort of certificate scheme to promote walking. ACTION: Cllr Drayson. Cllr Lovell reminded the meeting that nothing had yet been done about the narrow pavement (used by the Walking Bus) between Putlake and the King’s Arms. He suggested that a letter be written to the Chief Executive at DCC expressing the Council’s concern. ACTION: Clerk.
18. Village Clean-Up.  
The Clerk circulated a copy of the Risk Assessment she had prepared for the Village Tidy-Up on Saturday 12th May, and confirmed that the Council’s insurance was sufficient to cover activities as long as volunteers were ‘under the control of the Council’. Cllrs Tizard and Kirby offered to supply rubbish bags and other equipment: PDC environmental services would be loaning litterpickers, HV jackets and gloves. 
19. Jubilee Plans.  Cllr Knight had not had the opportunity to discuss plans with Mrs Brown, Headteacher at St George’s.
	The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 7pm on Thursday 14th June 2012. The July monthly meeting will be at 7pm. on Thursday 9th August 2012.
Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting:   Traffic management (Speed Watch)/ Crossing at Coombe/ Jubilee Plans/ Cemetery regulations/Core Strategy Meeting/Garden Machinery at Allotment.


Closed c.9.20pm 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

