

Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org
Minutes of a meeting of Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday, 12th November 2009 at 7.00pm
Present Cllr N Priddle, in the Chair, Cllr P White (Vice-Chairman), and Cllrs, J Bradford, P. Bradford, M. Kirby, P Loudoun and M Lovell. 

1.	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs P. Kwantes, &. Mrs V. Murray
2.	Declarations of interest: Cllr Kirby declared an interest as his wife has an allotment.
3.	Public Discussion period:
 The Meeting was adjourned for discussion.
	Mrs S Painter, Chair of the Board of Governors for St George’s First School, said that the Cothill Trust had sent a letter of intent to allow the school access to the additional land it needs to become a primary school. DCC and the Diocese were clear on the value added by the additional land, but there were still two other options, one of which was closured, so the campaign continues. The uncertainty over the future was having an adverse effect on the pre-school rolls, which are down for this coming year. She said that the school’s future would be addressed at a meeting of the DCC Community Overview Committee on the 24th November and asked that the Council write in support of the school to John England, DCC Head of Learning & School Improvement, and to the County Councillors who sat on the Committee. She also asked if any councillors would like to attend. 
	Ms S Spilling asked the Council to leaflet the whole village to ask people to attend the Community Overview Committee Meeting on the 24th November. The Chairman said this would be impossible at such short notice and that the Council would have to leaflet the whole parish not just the village.

 The Meeting was reconvened.
4.	Matters arising from the Public Discussion: 
The Clerk was instructed to write in support of the school to John England and to the members of the Community Overview Committee.
Cllr Loudoun said that he would attend the meeting on the 24th, subject to other commitments.
5.	Planning Matters:
(1) There were no comments from the public concerning Plan 0518 submitted by Mr & Mrs Dyer; Erect straw storage barn and covered feed store at Knaveswell Farm, Knitson, Corfe Castle. (This application has been re-validated.).
 (2) Determine Council’s comments on Plan 0518;
On the proposition of the Chairman it was unanimously agreed that; 
“The Parish Council has no objection.”
(3) There were no comments from the public concerning Plan 0584 submitted by Mr A O’Connell: Change of use of existing pet and garden centre to tea room, existing lecture room to tea room kitchen, existing tea room and kitchen to lecture hall and existing workshop to pet and garden centre. Layout external display area and make amendments to existing coach and car parking layout at Putlake Adventure Farm, High Street, Langton Matravers.  
 (4) Determine Council’s comments on Plan 0541;
On the proposition of the Chairman it was unanimously agreed that;
“The Parish Council strongly supports this application.”
 (In all the above voting Cllr M W J Lovell abstained as a member of the Purbeck District Council’s       Planning Board).
(5) Planning Decisions that affected the parish this month.
(a) Plan 0473, submitted by Mr T Howlett; Insert window in garage on south-west elevation, increase size of rooflight on north-west elevation and use natural slate instead of clay tiles for the roof at ‘Woodfield’, Valley Road, Harmans Cross. (Revised scheme to PP 0337). Approved..
 (6) Any other Planning Matters;
There were none.
6.	Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 8th October were confirmed and signed.
7.	Matters arising from the Minutes:
	(a) Item 4 (a); St George’s school. The Clerk read out an email from Chris Shepperd, Director of Education for the Diocese of Salisbury. It was agreed that it appeared to have been hastily written and was non-committal and confusing. The Chairman pointed out that the Council had had to write three times before even getting a reply. 
	(b) Item 7 (d); Enforcement of the double yellow lines in Durnford Drove. The Clerk read out an email from DCC Parking Services Manager, who said that she would pass the request to the Civil Enforcement Supervisor, but that school times were a problem everywhere and enforcement had to be rotated at different locations.
	(c) Item 9 (b): Windmill Lane. the Clerk read out Miles Butler’s reply to Jim Knight MP’s request to expedite the Council’s claim. He stated that the Council had only made its claim in April 2009 and called the path “Mill Lane”. Cllr J Bradford wondered whether this was because the claim had been changed from a footpath to a restricted byway and whether this meant DCC was treating it as a new claim.  It was agreed that the Council should continue to pursue the matter. 
	(d) Item 9 (c): The Statement of Accounts. The Clerk announced that the Annual Statement of Accounts was now available on the Council’s website.
	(e) Item 16: The verge at Crack Lane. The Clerk read out an email from John Corben of Corben & Son, who said that Mr Foot had told him that the verge belonged to him.
8.	The Clerk’s Report for the period 2.10.09 – 5.11.09. was received.
9.	Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report:
(a) Item 45: Dog fouling signs. The Clerk had collected the signs and Cllr Loudoun offered to put them up where needed. 
(b) Item 51; Windmill Lane. Mr Ian Mackenzie had phoned to say that Dorset Rights of Way Team wanted more recent evidence of people having used the path. He asked that the Council place a request in The Dubber that anyone who had walked it in the last twenty five years and who was willing to make a statement to that effect contact him on 01929 426926. This was agreed.
10.	Chairman’s announcements;
	(a) The Chairman announced that the fence alongside the culvert in front of the parish office was in need of repair. It was agreed to waive the requirement for tenders due to the fact the repairs needed doing quickly and that any repairs should be done at the Chairman and Clerk’s discretion. The Clerk was instructed to contact Brian Glassock Builders Ltd. 
	(b) The Chairman said that PDC had informed him that due to the General Election in 2010 the Parish Council elections might have to be deferred for a month. 
11.	Financial Matters:
	(1) The following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting were noted:
	£160.00 from James Smith Funeral Directors for a memorial to the late Sydney Smith.
	 (2) Note the following Payments by Cheque, already authorized, since the last Meeting:
	£112.82 to Purbeck Hedging and Fencing for wire fencing for allotments.
	£356.14 to Wessex Water for water supply to allotments.
	£10.00 to Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for September council chamber.
	£481.90 to J Bellucci for Clerk’s salary for September.
	£1.58 to HMRC for employer’s and employees NI contributions.
	£115.00 to P Newell for 1 visit to the cemetery.
	£41.40 to Sign Images Ltd for 2 signs for the allotments.
£253.00 to Brian Glassock Builders to supply and fit new letter box and internal mail box.
£4.54 to J Bellucci, ex Post Office, for postage.
 (3) The following payments by Direct Debit were noted:
 £76.00 to PDC for Business rates.
 £31.04 to XLN Telecom for phone and broadband.
(4) Any other Financial Matters: 
 The Chairman reminded councillors that the Financial Forecast would be received at the December Meeting and the budget set for 2010/2011. 


12.	Cemetery Matters:
	(1) Council cemetery. 
It was agreed that no glass vases should be allowed, but further decisions were deferred to the next Meeting.
(2) Closed cemeteries: Nothing to report.
  13.	Allotments. 
After reconsideration it was agreed that the Council would continue to pay the Allotment Association’s Public Liability insurance, although the Chairman pointed out that the Council could not bind future Council’s to this arrangement.
It was agreed that the water charge for the coming year should be £12.00 for a full plot and £6.00 for a half plot.
14.	Affordable housing update. Nothing to report.
15.	Timson Trust. Cllr J Bradford reported that the cottages boundary wall needed repair.
16.	 The date of the next Council Meeting was confirmed as Thursday the 10th December.
22.	Items for the next Agenda;
	The Council’s cemetery.
	World War Two bunker and air raid shelter.
23.	There being no further business, the Meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.

Signed……………………………..(Chairman).               Date…………………………..

