





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 11th October 2012 at 7.00pm
Present: Cllr P White in the Chair, H Tizard, M Turner, M Kirby, J Bradford, C Drayson, M Lovell.

There were 2 members of the public present.

	Apologies: Cllrs Loudoun and Knight.
	Declarations of interest.  Cllr Kirby declared a personal interest as his wife has an allotment. Cllrs Tizard, Drayson and Turner each declared a personal interest as allotment tenants.
	Reports. a) David Hodd of the National Trust reported on the Trust’s work in the parish within the last month.  The path to Dancing Ledge is still in need of repair and DCC have been consulted. Jon Kershaw has opened the grips and cleared the ditch above Durnford Drove to try to ease the flooding problem, and James Meadows, NT Land Agent, is also looking into the flooding problems in that area. He is working on plans to resurface the Spyway car park, and there is a proposal to build in some ‘overflow’ capacity for eg bank holiday periods. Cllr Drayson expressed concerns about the effects of camping in the car park, which were a public health hazard, and the problem of ‘Coasteering’ vans causing congestion at Durnford Drove was also raised. Mr Hodd informed the Council that there would be an open day for Langton West Wood at the Burngate centre on 24th November. There will be activities and a place to share memories of the wood. The Chairman thanked the NT for the report.

b) Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, PC Footpath Liaison officer, announced that, as they were the landowners, it had been decided that the National Trust should take over as coordinators of the P4C bid for funds to repair the Priest’s Way; he would continue to represent the parish as necessary. Cllr Bradford noted a reported problem with the footpath east of Tom’s Field campsite: though mud was unavoidable at this time of year, Mr. V-A promised to inspect the path. He was thanked for all his hard work on the P4C project and for his report.
	Public Discussion. 

a) Bridget Graham informed the Council about her plans for an Autumn Village Litter Pick and it was agreed to combine this with the Council’s Tidy-up in the village centre. Thursday/Friday/Saturday mornings, Nov.1-3 between 10am and 1pm were agreed, with advertisements to go out 10 days before and in the Dubber. Cllr Drayson will liaise with the school to advertise the project, and get ideas from children about places in need of tidying. David Hodd (NT) offered to help with removal of rubbish. PDC will be asked again for loan of HV jackets, gloves etc. ACTION: Cllr Drayson, Clerk.
5.  Matters Arising from the Public Discussion.  As item 4 above.
6.  Planning Matters. 
       2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
The Clerk apologised to the Council for the fact that, owing to an administrative error, it was now too late to comment on item 2a) (Mr Cottrell’s plan for Malthouse Cottage, Old Malthouse Lane).
b) 6/2012/0557      
Lewis Quarries Service Area, Acton, Langton Matravers 
Variation of conditions 1 & 2 of Planning Permission 6/2009/0320 to allow the stone from quarry 1 Home Field to be stored and processed at the Lewis Quarries Service Area. 





                                                                                                        Observation: No Objection.
3) The Council received planning decisions by PDC since the last meeting: 
      a) 6/2012/0501 
Old Malthouse Lane (Malthouse Cottage), Langton Matravers,  
Erect single storey rear/side extension 
Dr Richard Cottrell APPROVED

 
b) 6/2012/0331 
Valley Road (New Barn), Swanage, BH19 3DX 
Change of use of barn and alterations to form holiday unit.      
Mr S Smith 



APPROVED
   4) Other planning matters: - There were none.
7.Minutes of  the Meeting held 13th September 2012. The Minutes, having been circulated previously, were agreed as a correct record and signed.
8.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 8a. Acton Sign. Sign Images Ltd will quote to replace the defaced part of the map.
 b) Item 10a. Acton ‘Pond’. The Clerk had written to Mr Coleman advising him that the matter had been passed to the NT for action.
c) Item 13b. Revised Cemetery Regulations. Copies of the new regulations had been sent to local funeral directors, and need to be added to the Council website and the cemetery noticeboard. ACTION: Clerk, Cllr Kirby.
 d) Item 16c. Yellow lines at junction of Durnford Drove and High Street. Cllr Bradford reported that Mr Modley (who lives on that corner), was positive about the idea. ACTION: Clerk to contact DCC Traffic Management about adding yellow lines there, and refreshing present road markings at the junction.
 9.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 8.9.2012 to 4.10.2012.  Report received.
10.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 12. Copy of PDC Toilet Cleaning Contract. It was agreed to put this on the agenda of the next meeting.
b) Item 17. DCC – Grit Bins. The Clerk advised that Autumn filling with salt would be carried out shortly and local bins would be assessed as either ‘strategic’ or ‘community’ to decide whether they would receive further free deliveries of salt in future from DCC.
Following removal of a wobbly lamp standard on the corner of St George’s Close, Cllr Bradford said that the replacement footway light was too tall and did not match other ‘heritage’ lamp standards. Cllr Lovell advised that DCC should be replacing like with like. ACTION: Clerk to ask for replacement of previous lamp standard.
11.  Chairman’s Announcements. The Chairman updated Councillors on improvements in the cleanliness of the Public Toilets.
12.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:
       £  40.00   Gavin Curtis – 4th instalment on burial plot T12.       
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque since last Meeting:
       £ 36.00      Langton Matravers Village Hall Committee for July, August Council chamber and Open Meeting (3 sessions).
       £ 498.57 	   Clerk’s Salary – September.
       £ 150.00	    Mr Ian Bugler, Grounds Maintenance (September)..
       £ 113.33.   Wessex Water (Allotments, 24.02.12 – 07.09.12).
       £ 30.00      DAPTC – Clerk’s Seminar Course Fee.
       £ 78.19      Southern Electric – Supply to Public Toilet, 27.6.12 – 20.9.12.
 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
       £ 35.27      XLN Telecom for phone and broadband 
 (4) 	Other Financial Matters. 
Village hall payments. RESOLVED: That payments to the Village Hall Committee for PC meetings be made annually in advance following the December meeting, to include 13 sessions. ACTION: Clerk to write to LMVH Treasurer with proposal.
13.  Cemetery Matters:
(1) Council’s Cemetery. a) Plot move. Owing to the shortness of Plot J8, this had been exchanged with the purchasers, Mr and Mrs Hayward, for Plot J4.  
b) Maintenance of Cemetery gates and shed canopy. Cllr White reported that Mr Bugler was undertaking this work, and had noted problems with woodworm in the timber of the shed canopy. 
(2) Closed Cemetery. a) James Bennett, PDC/DCC arboricultural officer, had viewed the ash tree in the Old Rectory garden in both Spring and Summer and had contacted the owner, who was going to have the tree surveyed by an expert. He would report back when he received the result of this survey.
b) It had been suggested by a parishioner that another clear-up day be planned for the Old cemetery, maybe in Spring 2013 ?
c).Mowing. Concerns about lack of mowing had been passed on to Jill Jackson at PDC. Cllr Lovell advised that Frances West, General Manager of Environmental Services at PDC should be contacted if the situation does not improve.
14.  Allotments.  There were two changes of allotment tenants, and there is now no waiting list. Another plot may become vacant at Christmas. Cllr Kirby noted that the lower water charges this year will be reflected in lower annual water bills to tenants for 2013.
15.  Village Litter Pick. See 4a above.
16,  DAPTC AGM Motions. The Council had no suggestions for motions for this meeting on Saturday, 3rd November. Cllr Drayson and Cllr Lovell will aim to attend and report back.
17. Tenancy Strategy Consultation.  There was much discussion about the importance of trying to develop and maintain sustainable and affordable housing for local people in the village. RESOLVED: That Cllr Drayson’s prepared response be adopted by the Council as their response to the consultation, with the addition that there should be a housing list limited to eligible Purbeck people for social housing. ACTION: Clerk to send response to PDC.
18. Traffic Management update. The road markings had been repainted at Great Barn/The Ship Inn to indicate the narrow stretch of road. Cllrs asked that signs be added. ACTION: Clerk to contact DCC Traffic Management. The project to widen the footway outside Steppes Hill house is in progress. Nothing further had been heard from the Scott Estate about the Putlake footway. ACTION: Cllr Lovell to arrange a meeting with Henry Scott to discuss.
19. Car Park.  There had been no response from DCC planning to the Council’s letter regarding the new school plans (August meeting) which had commented that a small staff car park on the school field would be useful. Cllr Kirby outlined what he saw as the next steps in the process, if the Council wishes to proceed with the idea. After much discussion, it was RESOLVED: 1. That the Council agrees to proceed with trying to provide car parking at the top of the school playing field for school officials and teaching staff together with vehicle access to the adjacent Council’s land to provide car parking for the allotments. 4 in favour, 2 against. Cllr Lovell did not vote. RESOLUTION 2: The Council agrees that the next step in the process to provide these parking facilities is to pay for pre-planning consultancy with Purbeck District Council and then to accept the offer of free  consultancy from the County’s Highways Department. Voting as above. ACTION: Clerk to include in Dubber Report.
20. Snow Plans. The snow subcommittee had met and made suggestions about possible routes to be cleared by Cllr Loudoun in the event of snowfall. Three Acre Lane, Durnford Drove, Gypshayes and the approach to Acton were suggested. Key area volunteers and two coordinators were nominated and the Clerk will prepare the Snow Plan to be forwarded to DCC in the next few days. ACTION: Clerk.
21.Play Area: Replacement Swings. The Clerk is working on gaining grant funding, so far without success. Cllr Bradford had suggested two further possible avenues.
22. Council Tax Benefit Change Consultation. As the Council had recently been advised by PDC’s solicitor that any member with a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may not vote on a matter related to Council Tax, and all members of the PC have DPIs, it was not possible to proceed with this matter. The Clerk will look into the issue of dispensations before the next meeting. ACTION: Clerk.
23. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 7pm on Thursday 8th November 2012. The December monthly meeting will be at 7pm. on Thursday 13th December 2012.
Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting:   Public Toilets, cleaning and Maintenance 2013.
Closed c.9.15pm. 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

