





Parish Council of Langton Matravers
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 12th September 2013 at 7pm.
Present: Cllr P White in the Chair, Cllrs M Turner, P Loudoun, W Knight, C Drayson, M Lovell.    
There were 4 members of the public present.

	Apologies for absence.  Cllrs Bradford, Kirby and Tizard, Mr Ian Vaughan-Arbuckle, RoWLO. 
	Declarations of interest / Grant of Dispensations.  There were none.

3.   Reports. a) Footpaths. The Clerk read Mr V-A’s report.Work will start on the Priest’s Way repair project on 30th September. DCC Highways will work from both ends, and DCC will install necessary diversionary signage etc. The work should be completed by the end of November. DCC has issued an enforcement order on Mr Dicker, who continues to keep the gate along the Windmill Lane path locked, and he has one month to remove the obstruction.
b) Further to a request at last month’s meeting (Item 5) and following an interim suggestion from Cllr White, Jonathan Kershaw of the National Trust showed Cllrs three maps of present, proposed and potential NT parking areas at Acton, the Spyway overflow car park to the South of Langton House, and a site on the corner of the field to the S. of Cole’s Ground respectively. He emphasised that at this stage these were options for consideration by the Council and the NT. Though the Trust had no policy or current proposal to increase parking in the area, it is willing to respond to a request from the Council.  He has also looked into signage at the end of Durnford Drove and will report back next month. He said that the Trust are planning to introduce donations for car park use to pay for ongoing maintenance of each site. The Trust are also exploring the establishment of special parking for activity groups to try and alleviate some of the parking concerns which have been identified. In response to complaints from the public about camping/littering at the Spway car park, the NT will look into how to try to resolve this matter . Cllr White thanked Mr Kershaw for his report.
4.Public Discussion Period. 
a) Mrs D. Pearson noted the problem of the lack of toilet facilities between the village and Dancing Ledge. Jon Kershaw said that the composting toilets at Spyway farm are not compliant with current regulations but the NT are looking at all the options as part of a long-term plan.
b) Mr Pete Christie expressed concerns about the increasing use of the village and its surroundings as a recreational area, with decreasing consideration by the visitors for the needs and safety of its inhabitants, as exemplified by the parking issues in the Drove and a recent serious accident where a cyclist collided with a pedestrian. Mrs Pearson asked if signs might be erected at the entrances to the village alerting traffic to eg. narrow footways etc. 
5. Matters Arising from the Public Discussion. 
a) It was agreed to follow up Mrs Pearson’s suggestion re: signage. ACTION: Clerk.
b) In response to an earlier question from Jon Kershaw about proposed users of any future NT car parking, the Council agreed that such parking would ideally be for both visitors to the coast and countryside and the village. Jon K. was asked to look at possible land use restrictions on the recently-wooded area to the West of the Acton car park. ACTION: Jon Kershaw.
6.  Planning Matters. 
   1) There were no comments by members of the public.
   2) To make comments concerning the following plans:-
a) 6/2013/0456  ( PL/1546/13) Infrastrata, California Quarry, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2QS. Temporary planning permission for the construction of a wellsite, with associated portable cabins for the storage of equipment and for staff accommodation, the drilling of an exploratory borehole, undertaking of production tests and retaining the site and wellhead valve assembly gear for evaluation of a conventional hydrocarbon reservoir.
   
Cllr Drayson proposed that LMPC follow Swanage Town Council’s lead in deferring discussion of the application until Infrastrata had made a presentation to local Councils. Cllr White noted that there had already been a public opportunity to attend such a presentation, on 22nd June 2013, and saw no reason for the Council to defer making a comment. The proposal was not carried. A proposal of ‘No Objection’ was then made, and this was agreed by the majority.
b) 6/2013/0486  Mrs. Louise Counsell, Gypshayes (Aderil), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HQ, Remove existing single-storey rear extension and erect two-storey rear extension. No Objection.
c) 6/2013/0484  Castle View (National Trust Ranger Base), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HT, Resurface yard area. No Objection.
3. a) TWA/2013/0106 Mrs. Anita Brown, High Street (St Georges Primary School), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HB. (T1) Pine - crown lift by removal of 4 lowest limbs; (T2) Pine - remove dead wood - District of Purbeck (The Old Malthouse School No.1) TPO 2007 (Ref.332) (T2 only). Approved.









b) 6/2013/0436 Raglan Housing Association. Land adj. to Steppes, Langton Matravers. Proposed non-material amendment to PP 6/2012/0152 (Erect 4 houses and 4 flats and form new vehicular access - Reserved Matters) to allow for a revised play area design, battered banks instead of retaining walls and additional landscaping space. Application declared invalid.
c) 6/2013/0419 Mr. Pearce Mutendera, Durnford Drove (Arbutus), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HG. Raise roof level and create habitable accommodation in loft space, with enclosed balcony in rear gable and roof lights. Replace existing attached garage and rear conservatory with single storey gable end side extension, insert windows in side elevations, erect flat roofed canopy porch to front elevation. Construct decking across rear elevation. Approved.
d) 6/2013/0413 Mr. and Mrs. Bibra, High Street (66 - Flagstones), Langton Matravers, BH19 3HB, Erect replacement artists studio and remodelling of existing outbuildings. Approved.
e) 6/2013/0408 Misses Hazel and Mollie Butcher, Greenhayes, Castle View, Langton Matravers, BH19 3HT. Repair stone tile roof and replace tiles as necessary, install rainwater goods on western elevation and repair existing on eastern elevation, repoint east and west elevation walls. Patch and skim plaster ceilings in living and two bed rooms (Retrospective). Approved.
f) 6/2013/0382 Mr. Douglas Barrell, 3 Alma Cottages, Acton, BH19 3LB. Erect Summerhouse. Approved.
g) 6/2013/0387/8 Mr. and Mrs. Eland, Old Malthouse Lane (Little Durnford), Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA, Insert rooflights and lantern to western elevation pitch and flat roofs, make external alterations to windows and doors, including garage door to window to convert to habitable accommodation. Approved.
h) 6/2013/0350  Dorset County Council, Leeson House Field Studies Centre, Langton Matravers, BH19 3EU. Repair, refurbish and alter the conservatory to the south east corner of the present building. Approved.

4) Other planning matters: the Clerk noted the latest public presentation on the Navitus Bay Project, at St Edward’s Church Hall, Swanage, on 17th September. It was agreed to defer any comments on this to the next meeting.
7. Minutes of the Meeting held 8th August 2013. The Minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed.
8.  Matters Arising from the Minutes.
a) Item 8c) New Recycling Plans. The Clerk explained the display of new bins and recycling system which DWP will start in March 2014. She was asked to advise parishioners via The Dubber that DWP should be informed of any special needs required in relation to the new arrangements by 18th October 2013. ACTION: Clerk.
b) Item 8e). Toilet Contract. The painting of the toilet block is now complete. Cllr White noted a rotten and unsafe post outside the Disabled toilet, and it was agreed that this should be mended. ACTION: Cllr White.
c) Item 10a) New Swings. These will be installed in the near future, though no date has yet been fixed.
d) Item 14c) Loose Monuments.  The Clerk had written to relatives, and some action is being taken.
 e) Item 19) School Jubilee Project. All children had worked with a local artist to make individual tiles for display on the new school building. RESOLVED: To pay the £660.00 cost of the artist’s time and materials (payment to St George’s School).  
f) Item 21) Crack Lane Traffic:HGVs. There had been no response from Andrew Brown, DCC Traffic Engineering.
9.  The Clerk’s Report for the period 3.8.2013 – 6.9.2013.  Report received.
10.  Matters arising from the Clerk’s Report. 
a) Item 12. Plastic recycling bins at Putlake. These will be removed under the new DWP system. Cllr Lovell advised that any other recycling bins placed there might be costly to empty in future. 
b) Item 25. Road safety in Langton.  DCC Highways had supplied 2 temporary signs saying ‘Cyclists beware pedestrians’. One had already been placed at the top of the village, and it was agreed to put the other at the entrance to the Steppes Hill estate (top of Coombe Hill). ACTION: Clerk.
c) The Clerk will be attending the annual DAPTC  Clerk’s Seminar at Kingston Maurward on 18th Sept. 11.  Chairman’s Announcements. a) The Chairman noted the recent illness of Mr Norman Priddle, a previous Chairman of the Council, and Cllr J Bradford. Both were wished a speedy recovery. 
12.  Financial Matters.
(1)   Note the following additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting: 
         £ 80.00 Monument fee, the late Geoffrey Burrow, Plot N17.
         £ 160.00 Monument fee, the late Peter Cox, Plot O16.
         £ 340.00 Interment fee, the late Joan Slack, Plot M16.
(2)   Note the following Payments by cheque to be made since last Meeting:
£ 165.00   Mr I. Bugler – Grounds Maintenance (August). 
£ 513.51   Clerk’s salary (August). 
£ 167.40   Suttle Stone Quarries, screened soil for Crack lane cemetery.   
 (3) 	Payments by Direct Debit:
         £ 40.28     XLN Telecom for phone and broadband. 
 (4) Other Financial Matters. a) Annual External Audit. The Clerk reported that the annual figures had been approved and were available for public inspection.
b) Assets Register. Mr Tim Forward, a representative of Came and Co. the Council’s insurer, had viewed the register, and suggested that it should include a new column, indicating rebuild/replacement value, in line with the details of the Council’s insurance policy. ACTION: Clerk. Mr. Forward had approved the Council’s risk register and proposed Complaints Procedure. He noted that the play equipment should be the property of the Council. With the approval of the Langton Matravers Play project, it was RESOLVED: That the Council adopt all the play equipment in the Council’s Play Area on St George’s School Field. 
13.  Cemetery Matters: (1) Council’s Cemetery. Row P. This row is not of the requisite length (9ft): grave plots in row P are only c.7ft 6 ins long, and therefore unsuitable for most adult burials. It was therefore RESOLVED: To advise owners of the empty plots in Row P of the situation and invite them to choose alternative plots in the cemetery. Empty plots in the row may be used for cremation burials.
 (2) Closed Cemetery. No points for discussion.
14. Allotments.  Nothing to report.
15. Future of Council’s Land. Both a representative from the Raglan Housing Association and Briony Baxter of DWT had visited the site. Ms Baxter had sent proposals for various wildlife areas within the space: no detailed proposals have yet come from Raglan. Representatives from Synergy will visit the site on 30th September to make proposals.
16. Housing Needs Survey  Chris McDermott, Senior Housing Officer at PDC, is preparing Langton’s Housing Needs Survey and accompanying letter as re-drafted by the members of the Council at a special meeting on 12th August 2013. She hopes to send it out on 21st October, to be returned by 11th November. She had confirmed that copies might be downloaded from the Council’s website. Cllr Drayson asked if the survey could be advertised in eg. the Advertiser, Gazette. ACTION: Clerk to ask if this is possible.
17. Light Shields in Village Centre. The Council had received 2 requests from villagers to have footway lights attached to walls shielded. SSE had advised that they cannot be shielded and must be replaced with a new design which emits light downwards. The Council are not prepared to pay to replace the lights and it was suggested that the individuals concerned take the matter up with SSE/DCC. Cllr Lovell added that the Council would wish to approve any changes before installation.
18. DCC New Bus Service Cuts. Following proposals to cut the No 40 bus service in the evenings, the Council agreed that the Clerk should write a letter to both DCC’s Leader and Chief Executive expressing LMPC’s disagreement and ‘strong displeasure’ with the proposals. ACTION: Clerk. 
19. Complaints Procedure. Following advice from other PCs, the Clerk had prepared a draft Complaints Procedure.  RESOLVED: That the Council adopts the Langton Matravers Complaints Procedure.
20. Toilet Contract. Only one tender, that of JD Facilities, had been submitted by 1st September, the closing date. The tenderer had not quoted as per the contract criteria, and the Toilet Cttee had decided that the quotation was too expensive. Elliott Cleaning Co., who had previously expressed an interest, and worked at a lower hourly rate than JD Facilities, were asked to tender to include a revised winter timetable. Mr Derek Wills had also expressed an interest in making a quotation. It was agreed to delegate powers to the toilet committee to make a formal decision within the next few days, ready for a start date at 1st October. 
21. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 10th October, 2013 at 6.30pm. 
23.Additional items for the Agenda of the next Council meeting: Review of PDC Local Plan / Navitus Bay Proposals.



Closed c.8.55pm. 


Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date………………………… 

