
 

 

Parish Council of Langton Matravers 
www.langtonmatravers-pc.org 

  

Minutes of a Council Meeting held in the Village Hall on Thursday 12th September 2019 at 7 pm. 

Present: Cllr W Knight in the Chair, Cllrs P Christie, I Vaughan-Arbuckle, P White, D Pearson, P 

Loudoun, N Harding, A Bell, M Lovell. 

There were 9 members of the public present. Dorset Cllr Cherry Brooks joined the meeting during Item 9. 

The meeting was audio-recorded.   

1. Apologies for absence. Christopher Hedley, RoWLO. 

2. Declarations of Interest / Grant of Dispensations. Cllr Bell, Planning 1c, neighbour Cllr Christie, 

Planning 1b, neighbour. 

3. National Trust Report.  Mr Clarke thanked the Council for its role in the successful Open Biodiversity 

meeting on 5th September. The Trust’s position statement on Perenco’s seismic surveys can be posted 

on the LMPC website. ACTION: Clerk. The Spyway Car Park Portaloos have been very well used over 

the summer. Cllr Bell asked about rubbish left by the bin there; also, do the Portaloos encourage 

overnight camping ? Mr Clarke asked local residents to report if they see more of either. The Trust will 

be looking at access to Dancing Ledge over the winter; what sort of people go there ? He was thanked 

for his report. 

5. Public Participation Period. The meeting was adjourned for this agenda item.  

a) Jan Marsh reported that fouling no longer seemed to be a problem in the Spyway Car Park area now 

the Portaloos are in place. 

b) Beryl Mitchell recommended to Council the proposal by MPs that drivers be banned from parking 

on pavements.   

The meeting was reconvened.  

6. Matters Arising from the Public Participation. 

a) Fouling at Spyway Car park: Ms Marsh was thanked for her information.   

b) Parking on pavements. Cllr Christie noted that if such a law were enforced, it could cause problems of 

further congestion in the village: parking on parts of the wide pavement presently help to avoid this. 

7. Planning Matters.  

1. Receive comments from the public concerning the following plans: None.  

2. a) 6/2019/0428  Mr and Mrs Roberts, Lifton, Valley Road, Harmans Cross, BH19 3DX. Use of part of an existing 

outbuilding as a separate dwelling Certificate of Lawfulness (Existing). No Comment 

b) TWA/2019/159  Mr Eric Bjorkstrand, Maycroft, Old Malthouse Lane, Langton Matravers, BH19 3JA. (T1) Maple - crown 

on northern side of tree to be reduced as part of planning permission ref. 6/2019/0291 - re-shape remaining crown by a 

maximum of 1m; (T2) Holly - trim away from telephone cables, reduce in size by approximately 30cm - Langton Matravers 

Conservation Area. No objection 

c) 6/2019/0468  Mr A Few & Ms P Gunthorp, Ivycot, Gypshayes, Langton Matravers, Swanage, BH19 3HQ. Demolish 

bungalow and erect new 2 storey dwellinghouse. No objection 

3. Receive planning decisions affecting this parish since the last Parish Council Meeting: None. 

4. Any other planning matters: None.  

8. Minutes of the Meetings held 8th August 2019. These were agreed to be a correct record and signed.  

9. Matters Arising from the Minutes. a) Item 9d) Change of Use at Ship Inn. Dorset Council confirmed 

that no application for change of use from public house to a private residence had been made. The Clerk 

was asked to write to DC, asking them to follow policy ACTION: Clerk. 

b) Item 16) ‘Brexageddon’ DC’s Alan Davies had reported that he knew of no formal plans.  

c) Item 13), Declaration of Climate Emergency. Cllr Bell asked if, in view of the perception created, 

Council wished to re-visit its decision not to declare a Climate Emergency. After discussion it was 

RESOLVED: To suspend Standing Order 22. It was then RESOLVED: To support Dorset Council’s 
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declaration of Climate Emergency. The Council is introducing an Environmental Policy and Strategy 

to address this within the parish.  
d) Item 9a). Trees at Spyway Orchard. The Clerk explained that James Bennett (DC Tree Officer) was 

waiting for the re-drafted Biodiversity report from developers. ACTION: Clerk to follow up with James 

Bennett and ask again for a site meeting. 

4. Dorset Councillor’s Report. Cllr Brooks noted in relation to DC’s Brexit plans that though she is not 

aware of anything formal, many plans are in place, such as storage of fuel, to limit any disruption. Cllr 

Flower had written to the Secretary of State about DC’s low funding formula: he has been notified that 

there will be more funding for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, but there has been no word on 

general funding. Issues identified at DC Children’s Services are being addressed. Cllr Brooks will chair 

a new PDP about Highways services. Following inspection, the Purbeck Local Plan will be back for 

amendments in October. There will be a second weed spray across Dorset. There is a Community 

Impact fund to help parishes: this might be a source of funding for new play equipment. 2 local MPs 

have an assurance from the Ferry Company that the date of resumption of services will now be October: 

DC will ask to see the Company’s Terms and Conditions of license. ACTION: Cllr Brooks to find out if 

there is a full-time engineer on the ferry. Cllr Pearson asked if the DC Climate Change Panel’s 

minutes are now available ? ACTION: Clerk and Cllr Brooks to find out. Two new Special Schools are 

to be provided at Bovington and near Weymouth to address local need, rather than sending young people 

out of county. Cllr V-A asked how DC will respond to the issue of parking on pavements: ACTION: Cllr 

Brooks to follow up. 

10. The Clerk’s Report for the period 1.8. – 3.9.2019.  Correspondence received and actions taken can be 

read on p.3 of the agenda. Report received. 

A9. Update on Play area proposal. The Clerk and Cllrs Knight and White had met James Humphrey of 

Streetscape, who on 9th September had shown pictures of a possible layout for new play and adult 

exercise equipment for the Play Area, with samples of materials. He will send further clarification of 

some of the play equipment and this will be circulated to school, Pre-School etc. ACTION: Clerk. 

A23. Friends of the Woodland Trail will be holding a tidy-up and Apple tasting day on 5th October.  

A12. James Atterbury: Spyway Orchard notes. Cllr Pearson asked if BECG had been in touch with 

neighbours yet, as promised; apparently not. ACTION: Clerk to write to Mr Atterbury asking when he 

will be contacting neighbours, and requesting that an Open Meeting be held for the village so that 

plans can be explained. 
B1. Meeting with Steve Mepham (DCH). The Clerk was asked to follow up on the promised clearance of 

weeds on the High Street; ACTION: Clerk.  

C. Site Meeting with Andrew Bradley to look at proposal for ‘raised table’ outside school. ACTION: 

Clerk to set up mutually convenient date to include St George’s reps. 

The next final date for inclusion of correspondence-related agenda items received between meetings 

is 1st October 2019. 

11. Chairman’s Announcements. Martin Kirby was formally thanked for painting the milestone at Steppes 

Hill. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Rob Nunn for re-painting the fingerpost at the top of Three 

Acre Lane. 

12. Update from Car Park Working group. Cllr VA, chair of the CPWG, reported that the working group 

had met and discussed all the options for a car park considered in 2015.  Of those, two options had been 

selected for further consideration: the area behind the toilet block at Putlake Farm, owned by the 

Encombe Estate, and the field on the other side of the road to the North, which belongs to Mrs Sarah 

Foot. Both would be near the shop and post office planned to move to Putlake shortly, and access to 

footpaths; either might also provide a site to relocate the museum. Both have potentially good access onto 

the main road. The group will sound out both landowners to establish options. The project might 

ultimately generate income for the village. Cllr Knight would welcome some idea of cost implications for 

the car park project in due course. Cllr Brooks advised that the AONB team should be consulted in 

relation to visibility. Cllr Knight thanked the group for their work. 



 

 

13. Environmental Strategy. Cllr Christie explained that the strategy may require amendment as we go 

forward, and is essentially an ‘open ended’ working document. RESOLVED: to adopt the 

Environmental Strategy and post it on the website. (Nem Con). It was agreed that Council must be 

careful in its use of taxpayers’ money: any expenditure incurred as a result of the strategy must come to 

Council for approval, as is normal practice. The next step will be to get the 6 volunteers from the 

community together to look at areas of interest and expertise and plan a broad community meeting to look 

at how to address challenges to the environment. Cllr Christie will lead; Cllr Pearson volunteered to 

coordinate. ACTION: Clerk to pass on names of community volunteers to Cllr Pearson.  

ACTION: Clerk to find costs of putting in LED lighting and insulation at Toilet Block. 

14. Ash Die-back. Cllr Loudoun announced that some trees in the parish are affected: one is on Council 

land. Current advice is to monitor the spread. Next May will be the time to review. 

15. Responses to Cycling letters. Previous complaints about inconsiderate cycling over several years, 

despite some constructive responses, have made little difference to behaviour; some cyclists still speed 

through the village and refuse to wear numbers on backs for sportives. It was agreed to write again to the 

Minister of Transport and the Communities Minister asking for legislation to change this. Tom Clarke 

(NT) said that the Trust are hoping to organise a meeting with race organisers for February: this has been 

a successful approach in the S. Downs area. ACTION: TC to set up meeting and advise local T&PCs of 

date. Cllr Knight suggested that the matter be raised at the SE Purbeck Chairs and Clerks group. 

ACTION: Clerk. 

16. Date for Parish Assembly. It had been suggested that the assembly is losing its impact. After 

discussion, it was agreed to contact the school to see if the choir would like to be involved again, and 

what date might suit ? A decision might then be made about how to go forward. ACTION: Clerk. 

17. Financial Matters:        (1) Additions to Council funds since the last Council Meeting:   

                          £ 250.00    Interment fee – the late Patricia Sedgewick, Plot B15. 

              £ 2,084.82  VAT reclaim 2017-19. 

        (2) Note the following Payments by cheque or cash to be made since last Meeting: 

£ 815.53     Clerk’s salary (August). 

£ 13.32       HMRC – PC National Insurance payment (August). 

£ 292.50     Ian Bugler - Grounds Maintenance (August) + new fence post at Play Area. 

£ 480.50     Elliott’s Cleaning Co. Public Toilets. (August) 

£ 102.00     Burden Building Services – Replace door closure at Public Conveniences. 

£ 146.27     Puzey and Co – repairs to Gents’ toilet. 

£ 240.00     PKF Littlejohn – External Audit fee. 

 (3) Payment by Direct Debit: 

       £ 61.13       XLN Telecom for phone and broadband (August). 

£ 24.46       NEST - PC contribution to Clerk’s pension (August). 

 (4) Any other Financial Matters: The Clerk noted the successful conclusion of the External Audit.  

18. Confirmation of the date of the next Council Meeting: 10th October 2019 at 7 pm, Village Hall.  

19. Additional Items for future meetings: Possible changes to meeting/working group/committee 

structures / Neighbourhood Plan / Saville memorial bench ? / Cemetery report / Parish Assembly. 

20. Closed Item: Clerk’s Appraisal. 

 

Closed 9.50 pm. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………  (Chairman)    Date…………………………  

 

 

 



 

 

 


